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CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (TIC) MEETING MINUTES 
9 A.M. Thursday, 1/26/2012; CCRPA 225 N. Main Street Suite 304, Bristol, CT 

I. Roll call and determination of quorum 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the members checked below in attendance: 

 Representative Municipality  Representative Municipality 

☒ Art Simonian Berlin ☐ Steven Schiller New Britain 

☐ Bryan Griswold Berlin ☒ James Cassidy Plainville 

☒ Donald Padlo, Chairman Bristol ☒ John Bossi Plainville 

☒ Walter Veselka Bristol ☒ Tony Lorenzetti Plymouth 

☐ Scott Tharau Burlington             ☒ Stephen W. Mindera Plymouth 

☐ Vacant Burlington ☐ Vacant Southington 

☒ Mark Moriarty New Britain ☒ Jim Grappone Southington 

Also in attendance: Grayson Wright (CT-DOT), Mary Alford (Bristol Transportation Commission), 
Francis Pickering (CCRPA), Ethan Abeles (CCRPA) 

II. Comments from the Public 
None. 

III. Action items  
 
A. Approval of the January 5, 2012, Regular Meeting Minutes   

MOTION: Stephen Mindera moved approval as presented; seconded by Art 
Simonian; passed unanimously. 

B. Recommendations to the Agency Board 
1) STIP/TIP amendments to approve District 1 projects 171-361 and 171-362, 

and District 4 projects 174-365 and 174-366 (Installation of durable epoxy 
pavement markings)  

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles and Grayson Wright discussed the details of 
these projects.  

MOTION: Stephen Mindera moved approval as presented; seconded by Mark 
Moriarty; passed unanimously. 
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2) STIP/TIP amendments to approve revised cost estimates to projects 7-182 
(Berlin Railroad Station Enhancement) and 17-174 (Major intersection 
improvement at South, Union and Church Streets in Bristol)  

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles discussed these projects with input from Art 
Simonian on project 7-182 and Walt Veselka on project 17-174.  

MOTION: Stephen Mindera moved approval of project 7-182 as presented; 
seconded by Walt Veselka; passed unanimously. Art Simonian moved 
approval of project 17-174 as presented; seconded by Jim Grappone; passed 
unanimously. 

3) Amendment to the TIC Bylaws to designate the TIC as the Agency Title VI, 
Environmental Justice, and Limited English Proficiency Committee and 
addition of MPO Appeals Process description and Complaint Form as an 
appendix 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles discussed the need to allow ConnDOT more time 
to review the language of the MPO Appeals and Complaint Form to assure it 
is in accordance with Federal requirements as discussed at the November 17, 
2011 meeting.  

MOTION: Walt Veselka moved to have this agenda item moved to the March 
29, 2012 meeting; seconded by Tony Lorenzetti; passed unanimously. 

4) Resolution #20120202A Resolution on Ozone Air Quality Conformity 
Determination 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles and Grayson Wright discussed the impetus 
behind this resolution as it relates to the updating of the STIP/TIP. It was 
noted that Jim Grappone was concerned about some of the language 
contained in the resolution that stated, “…contingent upon no major adverse 
comments…”  

MOTION: Walt Veselka moved approval as presented; seconded by Tony 
Lorenzetti; passed unanimously. 

5) Resolution #20120202B Resolution on the Adoption of the Transportation 
Improvement Program for the Central Connecticut Region FFY 2012-2015 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles and Grayson Wright discussed this resolution to 
adopt the update of the TIP. There were no questions concerning this update. 

MOTION: Stephen Mindera moved approval as presented; seconded by Jim 
Grappone; passed unanimously. 
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6) Resolution #20120202C Approval of the Central Connecticut Regional 
Planning Agency Urban Planning Certification 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles discussed this resolution for the Urban Planning 
Certification and explained it is an annual requirement for MPOs. 

MOTION: Mark Moriarty moved approval as presented; seconded by Art 
Simonian; passed unanimously. 

7) Enhancement Program funding priorities 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles presented the Transportation Enhancement 
Program funding priorities. The projects to be submitted under this program 
are 1. BLT Berlin Chamberlin Highway Vista Project, 2. Reconstruction of 
Burlington section of the FCH Trail, and 3. Main Street Streetscape 
Improvements – Phase 1 in New Britain.  

MOTION: Jim Cassidy moved approval as presented; seconded by Stephen 
Mindera; passed unanimously. 

8) Endorsement of CMAQ Project proposals 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles presented the projects submitted under this 
program. The projects include 1. ESPN – Route 10 corridor-downtown 
Southington non-motorized access, 2. Traffic Control Signal 
Upgrade/Replacement – Intersection of Slate Road and Osgood Avenue in 
New Britain, and 3. Plymouth Hybrid Electric Vehicles for Municipal Use.  

MOTION: Art Simonian moved approval of the CMAQ list as presented with 
the stipulation that the prioritized list will be sent to TIC members by emails 
when finished; seconded by Stephen Mindera; passed unanimously. 

9) STP-Urban Program Project prioritization 

DISCUSSION: Ethan Abeles stated that applications from Bristol, New Britain, 
Plainville and Plymouth had been received and were currently under review. 
No additional applications will be accepted.   

MOTION: Art Simonian moved to have this agenda item moved to the March 
29, 2012 meeting; seconded by Stephen Mindera; passed unanimously. 

10) Minor amendments to the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

DISCUSSION: Francis Pickering discussed the changes to the LRTP which 
would allow the pursuit of funding for Transit signal priority, Paratransit AVL, 
Dial-a-ride regionalization, Burlington scenic roads designation, and Berlin 
Transportation Enhancement. There were no questions concerning these 
minor amendments.  

MOTION: Stephen Mindera moved approval as presented; seconded by Art 
Simonian; passed unanimously. 
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IV. Information items and other matters 
A. Tony Lorenzetti brought up the issue of Route 6 in Plymouth and his frustration 

with the lack of action by CT-DOT to address the problem. The Committee 
discussed possible ways to engender action to address the congestion 
experienced on Route 6 in Plymouth including getting transit service extended to 
Plymouth, writing a letter to the CT-DOT commissioner, and contacting 
legislators.  

B. Next meeting Thursday, March 29, 2012, 9 am. 

      

V. Adjournment was declared at approximately 10:38 a.m.  Walter Veselka moved 

to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Art Simonian; passed unanimously. 
 

 


