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MEMORANDUM

TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee

FROM: Carl J. Stephani, Executive Director

DATE: August 25, 2010

FOR AGENDA: September 2, 2010

SUBJECT: Revised Draft Regional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan

On December 7, 2006, the Agency Board was given a draft of the Regional Natural Hazards

Mitigation Plan, which was approved for publication, and for submission to public hearings. 

Shortly thereafter we received notification from FEMA (which funded the preparation of the Plan

with a $51,021 grant given to the Agency thru CT DEP) that the Plan required significant

modification.  Since that time work on the required modification has been in process.   This Plan is

required before the Region’s towns can qualify to receive FEMA funding for the construction of

natural hazard mitigation projects, such as flood control facilities.  

A public hearing was finally held on a revision of the Plan on February 24, 2010, and the Plan has

been re-submitted to CT DEP, and to FEMA, which has advised that, except for a few areas that

need clarification, it has been “refreshing [for FEMA staff] to read a well-written, concise report

that sufficiently addresses the requirements without a great deal of extraneous information.”

We have made some final revisions to the Plan to provide additional information on those areas

that FEMA found in need of “clarification,” and are now ready to re-submit to DEP and FEMA.  

When the Plan was approved for publication on December 7, 2006, it was on the condition that

the Plan would “come to the Agency Board ... through the CPC for review.”

On that basis, it is my 

RECOMMENDATION

That your Committee

Review the attached revised draft Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, and recommend

that the Agency Board approve the Plan, which will be posted on the Agency's web site

prior to September 2, 2010, in anticipation of re-submitting the Plan to DEP and FEMA, and

final Agency Adoption before the end of the year.

cc: Agency Board

Attachment: Revised Draft Regional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan



TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Ethan Abeles, Planner
DATE: August 25, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: August 12, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Southington proposed Zoning text revisions

INITIATOR: Mary F. Savage-Dunham, AICP, Town Planner
MUNICIPAL HEARING: September 27, 2010
REFERRED TO: Towns of Berlin, Bristol, New Britain and Plainville

DESCRIPTION:
The proposed Zoning Regulation Amendments affect three areas of Southington’s Zoning Codes: 

• ZA #554; Section 13-10-4C; New text on electronic signs.  This amendment involves signs
advertising the numerical price of gasoline.

• ZA #555; Section 5-03; New I-3 industrial regulations.  This amendment includes 2-½
pages of proposed new text detailed in the letter from the Planning and Zoning
Department of Southington.   

• ZA #556; Section 3-01.2F; New text on private horse stables.  This amendment specifies
appropriate measures for the fencing, size and location of private horse stables.

COMMENTS:
• No objections from City of New Britain.
• No other comments were received from any other neighboring town.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
That this proposal be found Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and
Development or any other Agency plan.











TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Ethan Abeles, Planner
DATE: August 25, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: August 11, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Cheshire proposed changes to zoning regulations

INITIATOR: William S. Voelker, AICP, Town Planner
MUNICIPAL HEARING: September 27, 2010
REFERRED TO: Towns of Cheshire and Southington

DESCRIPTION:
The Town of Cheshire has proposed text changes to Zoning regulations including new language
guiding the expiration of approved subdivision and extension of expiration date; and the
modification of the language describing 1. Revisions and 2. Conditions of Approvals and
Extensions of Expiration Date relating to Site Plans.

COMMENTS:
No comments about this proposal have been received from any neighboring town.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
That this proposal be found Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and
Development or any other Agency plan.











TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Carl Stephani, Executive Director
DATE: August 25, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: August 10, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Berlin Zoning change to non-conforming single family residence  

INITIATOR: Property owner’s attorney
MUNICIPAL HEARING: September 23, 2010
REFERRED TO: Towns of Southington and New Britain

DESCRIPTION:
The attorney for a property owner in Berlin requests that the section of Berlin Zoning
Regulations allowing non-conforming single-family homes to be rebuilt in the event that
damages exceed 50% be extended to two-family homes as well.

COMMENTS:
• No objections from City of New Britain
• No other comments about this proposal have been received.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That this proposal be found Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and
Development or any other Agency plan.











TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Ethan Abeles, Planner
DATE: August 25, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: August 23, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Waterbury Zoning Text Change relating to Cemeteries

INITIATOR: Catholic Cemeteries Assoc. of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.
MUNICIPAL HEARING: Wednesday, September 22, 2010
REFERRED TO: CCRPA

DESCRIPTION: 
The Catholic Cemeteries Assoc. of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc., the owner of a 4.96 acre
parcel of property located at 497 Plank Rd. In Waterbury, CT, has made a request that an
amendment be added to the Waterbury Zoning Regulation.  This Zoning Text Amendment
would modify Section 2.32-6 to allow a cemetery as a permitted use in the CA District.  The
location of buildings, structures and monuments and the parcel size are also addressed in this text
change.

COMMENTS:
No comments about this proposal have been received from any neighboring town.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That this proposal be found Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and
Development or any other Agency plan.









TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Carl Stephani, Executive Director
DATE: July 8, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: June 11, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Farmington Parking Requirements

INITIATOR: St. Patrick’s Church Society
MUNICIPAL HEARING SCHEDULED FOR: July 26, 2010
REFERRED TO: Bristol, Burlington, New Britain, and Plainville

DESCRIPTION:
This is a proposal to allow the Town’s Planning Commission to adjust the parking requirements
for a place of assembly such that instead of requiring one parking space per three seats, they
could allow one parking space for every 4 seats - if it were demonstrated that compensating
offsite parking were available.

The City of New Britain commented that their church and place of assembly parking is even less
restrictive.

The Town of Plainville commented that it encourages the use of on street parking in their central
business district where options are limited and economic development is encouraged, and when
such use will yield safe conditions for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

STAFF ACTION
In accordance with summer recess procedures, on July 8, 2010, CCRPA staff determined that this
proposal is Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and Development or any
other Agency plan.









TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Carl Stephani, Executive Director
DATE: July 8, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: June 7, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Bristol Environmental Services Facility

INITIATOR: Private citizen
MUNICIPAL HEARING SCHEDULED FOR: July 14, 2010
REFERRED TO: Burlington, Plainville, Plymouth, Southington

DESCRIPTION: This proposal would add a definition for the term “environmental
services facility” to the Bristol Zoning Ordinance, and would allow that use by right in the
Industrial Park Zones. 

The proposed definition would read: “a business that provides maintenance and cleaning services
for industrial, municipal, and offshore facilities, as well as complete services for the management
and disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste.”

Carl Johnson from the Town of Plymouth suggested the definition for a "Licensed Environmental
Service Facility" be changed.  “The Department of Environmental Protection licenses these
companies like Clean Harbors and has oversight that they have the required training,
containment, and decontamination resources to deal with hazardous materials and/or controlled
substance clean ups.”  He also expressed concern with their Best Management Practices for
dealing with contamination of the site, i.e.: washing down vehicles, equipment and materials
going down the sanitary drain or storm drains.  The proposed text amendment
(drafted/submitted by a local attorney on behalf of his client) would not allow the on-site
storage of hazardous or non-hazardous waste.

STAFF ACTION
In accordance with summer recess procedures, on July 8, 2010, CCRPA staff determined that this
proposal is Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and Development or any
other Agency plan.









TO: Comprehensive Plan Committee
FROM:  Ethan Abeles, Planner
DATE: August 30, 2010

RECEIVED BY CCRPA ON: August 30, 2010
REFERRAL NAME: Plainville Text Amendments to Zoning Regulations for Low Impact  

                     Development

INITIATOR: Town of Plainville; Planning and Zoning Commission
MUNICIPAL HEARING: September 28, 2010
REFERRED TO: Towns of Southington, Bristol and New Britain

DESCRIPTION:
The Town of Plainville has initiated a zoning text amendment application that intends to
reformat existing Zoning Regulations to create a more user friendly document better capable of
supporting Low Impact Development Techniques.  The changes will also require the use of Low
Impact Development Techniques through various means.

COMMENTS:
• No comments about this proposal have been received.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That this proposal be found Not In Conflict with the Regional Plan of Conservation and
Development or any other Agency plan.
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