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MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board

FROM: Carl J. Stephani, Executive Director
DATE: January 30, 2013

FOR AGENDA: February 7, 2013

SUBJECT: Presentations: Staff Member Highlight

At the December 2012 Agency Board meeting Chairman Kern suggested that a place be held on
the agenda for newer staff members to give the Board members an overview of their
background, experience, special interests, and work focus. Half of our current staff (including
part-time Planning Aides) have been with the Agency for less than two years.

In response to that suggestion we have added “Staff Member Highlight” to the agenda and have
invited Abigail St. Peter (first of our newer staff members in alphabetical order) to give you a
brief overview of her background and resume at the February meeting. If this format seems
appropriate, we will continue it until all the staff has been Highlighted.

L:\Agency Board & Committees\!!Agency Board\!Supporting Documents\2013\2013-02-07 Abby Staff Highlight.wpd



December 2012
CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY
FINANCIAL REPORT AND CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Current Year %
REVENUES Budget Month To Date Balance Received
Municipal Contributions 91,500 0 91,500 0 100.00%
Transportation Planning Grant 728,318 29,094 209,129 519,189 28.71%
Paratransit Admin./Contractor 1,665,069 138,527 879,047 786,022 52.79%
Paratransit System Advertising 2,000 0 1,900 100 95.00%
SGIA 12,541 0 12,517 24 99.81%
R5EPT 3,000 0 1,356 1,644 45.20%
CEDS-Municipality 20,000 0 20,000 0 100.00%
Pequabuck River Dam 82,250 0 0 82,250 0.00%
CERT Administrative 8,000 0 7,903 97 98.79%
Sustainable Communities 15,000 0 0 15,000 0.00%
DEEP - Urban Forestry 8,000 0 0 8,000 0.00%
Miscellaneous Revenues 1,000 149 544 456 54.40%
Budgeted Revenues 2,636,678 167,770 1,223,896 1,412,782
50.00 % completed
Current Year %
EXPENDITURES Budget Month To Date Balance Used
Salaries/Payroll Taxes/Workers Comp. 593,342 37,554 239,540 353,802 40.37%
Retirement/Administration 18,533 803 5,383 13,150 29.05%
Health/Life & STD Insurance 156,101 11,536 49,809 106,292 31.91%
Directors & Officers/Liability/Bonding Ins. 7,000 0 5,739 1,261 81.99%
Accounting/Legal 17,500 7,510 7,562 9,938 43.21%
Paratransit Contractor 1,545,069 129,879 817,571 727,498 52.91%
Equipment Service Contracts/Maintenance 5,000 532 639 4,361 12.78%
Equipment/Software Purchases 30,300 670 9,492 20,808 31.33%
Rent 30,180 2,515 15,090 15,090 50.00%
Office Cleaning 5,200 500 2,071 3,129 39.83%
Telephone/Postage 4,500 671 2,339 2,161 51.98%
Supplies 3,800 366 932 2,868 24.53%
Training/Workshops/Seminars/Conf. 18,000 119 3,233 14,767 17.96%
Travel in State/Meetings/Forums 20,000 3,010 6,866 13,134 34.33%
Dues/Subscriptions 11,446 400 4,523 6,923 39.52%
Publications 400 0 97 303 24.25%
CPC Referral Consultant 2,000 0 0 2,000 0.00%
Advertising 3,000 0 59 2,941 1.97%
Special Projects/Consultants 75,132 0 0 75,132 0.00%
Pequabuck River Dam 82,250 2,476 18,852 63,398 22.92%
Miscellaneous Expenditures 7,925 866 2,841 5,084 35.85%
Budgeted Expenses 2,636,678 199,407 1,192,638 1,444,040
CASH ON HAND
Checking Acct. Balance - BOA 74,416
CT State Treas.Short-Term Investment Fund 4,162
Money Market - BOA 220,056
CD - Thomaston Savings Bank 101,097
CD - Webster Savings Bank 49,808
TOTAL CASH ON HAND 449,539




C—ZLWYX’AL C-;ZV/VZ:'C’T/C'UT 1?[:’6]/0/\//1 z L LANNING Aé]/.’;’/VC’Y
225 N MAIV STREET, SUIIE 304, BRISIOL CT' 06010 « WWW.CCRPA.ORG + 860.589.2820(¢) + 860.589.6950(5)

NEW
BRITAIY,
VL YO0TH

PLAINVILLE

BERLIN

SOOTEINGTON

MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board

FROM: CCRPA ADA Transportation Special Advisory Committee

FOR AGENDA: February 7,2013

DATE: January 17,2013

SUBJECT: Appointment to the CCRPA ADA Transportation Special Advisory Committee

At your regular meeting on March 3, 2011, your Board approved Revised Bylaws for the Central
Connecticut Regional Planning Agency Americans with Disabilities Act Transportation Special
Advisory Committee, and appointed members to the Committee. The purpose of the Committee is
“to ensure that eligible people with disabilities living in the Region’s communities have access to
the federally mandated Americans with Disabilities Act Paratransit Service, as well as the fixed
route bus service; and to ensure that these services operate smoothly, efficiently and safely; and to
serve as the appeal review board, per Federal Transit Administration Regulation Section 37.125(g),
‘Administrative Appeal Process’ for decisions relating to the utilization of the Region’s Paratransit
Service.”

According to the Committee’s Bylaws your Board may appoint up to 11 members to the Committee,
at least two of which must be persons with disabilities. All members must either be residents of the
area served by the Region’s paratransit service with disabilities, or service providers from the
towns in the Central Connecticut Region. No more than three members may be appointed from any
one town.

Last month a Committee member, Gary Allen, from Bristol resigned from the Committee due to
scheduling conflicts. The Committee’s current membership includes:

Municipality Representative

Bristol Robley Newton, resident

New Britain Mike Karwan, service provider
Plainville Shawn Cohen, service provider
Plainville Rob Palaski, resident

Following Mr. Allen’s resignation, Paul Duquette, a disabled resident of Bristol and client of the
paratransit service, submitted a letter of interest to be appointed to the Committee. Chair Robley
Newton contacted Mayor Ward’s office regarding the appointment. Upon no other
recommendations from the Mayor’s office, Mr. Duquette’s letter of interest in serving on the
Committee was presented to the Committee at the January 10, 2013 meeting. Mr. Duquette was in

Attachment: Letter of Interest



attendance to answer any questions. At that time the Committee voted unanimously to recommend
that Mr. Duquette be appointed to the Central Connecticut Regional Planning ADA Transportation
Special Advisory Committee and don’t find it a conflict of interested that his wife, Cheri Bouchard -
Duquette, is a staff member of CCRPA.

On that basis, it is the Committee’s :
RECOMMENDATION,
That your Board,
Appoint Paul Duquette to the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency ADA
Transportation Special Advisory Committee effective immediately to fill a term
ending March 2014.

CC: Duquette



January 2, 2013

Mr. Robert Newton Chairman
ADA Advisory Council

225 N. Main Street, Suite 304
Bristol, CT 06010

Dear Mr. Newton and Council Members,
It is my understanding that you have a committee member position open
on the ADA Advisory Council and I am interested in being considered for it.

I have been blind for the past five years, live in Bristol, and use the
Paratransit Service in the area.

I would like to point out that my wife, Cheri Bouchard-Duquette, currently
works at CCRPA as the Office and Financial Administrator and hope the
Council and Board would not find that as a conflict of interest.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Paul R. Duquette
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board

FROM: Carl J. Stephani, Executive Director
DATE: January 30, 2013

FOR AGENDA: February 7, 2013

SUBJECT: $500,000 DECD Grant for the Berlin Farmington Avenue
Brownfields Remediation Project

At your regular meeting on October 4, 2012, your Board authorized the Executive Director to
submit a $500,000 Brownfields Remediation Grant application to DECD for the reclamation of
properties adjacent to the Berlin Amtrak station. That grant will “pass-thru” the Agency directly
to the Town of Berlin which will be responsible for getting the reclamation work done. Since
your October meeting the grant has been awarded and final documentation is being prepared.
Among the documents required by the DECD is a signed copy of the attached certified resolution
accepting the grant.

This is a very good project for the Town and the Region, and it continues to merit Agency
support. On that basis, it is my

RECOMMENDATION

that your Board
Approve the attached resolution authorizing the Executive Director to accept a $500,000
Brownfields Remediation grant from DECD to go toward the costs of reclaiming
brownfield properties in the vicinity of the Berlin Amtrak station on Farmington Avenue.

Discussion

This grant will not generate any funds directly for the Agency, but it will benefit the Town of
Berlin greatly. The only qualified applicants for these funds are regional planning organizations,
such as the CCRPA.

Attachment: Resolution Authorizing Acceptance of the Town of Berlin Farmington Avenue
DECD Brownfields Remediation Grant

L:\Agency Board & Committees\!!Agency Board\!Supporting Documents\2013\2013-02-07 Berlin Brownfields Remidiation Resolution.wpd



DEPARTMENT OF EcCONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
(AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER)

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOoDY

|, Carl J. Stephani - Executive Director | certify that below is a true and correct copy of a
(Name of Official) (Title of Official)

resolution duly adopted by the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency (CCRPA)
(Name of the Applicant)

at a meeting of its Governing Board

(Governing Body)

duly convened on February 7, 2013 and which has not been rescinded or modified in

(Meeting Date)
any way whatsoever and is at present in full force and effect.

February 7, 2013
(Date) (Signature and Title of Official)

WHEREAS, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 32-1c
(State Statutory Reference)

the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development is authorized to extend financial
assistance for economic development projects; and WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest

that the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency  make an application to the State for
(Name of the Applicant)

$ 500,000 in order to undertake the Regional Brownfield Grant Pass- Through
(Name and Phase of Project)
Grant to the Town of Berlin and to execute an Assistance Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE

Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency Governing Board
(Governing Body)

1. That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for the state financial assistance imposed by

Connecticut General Statutes Section 32-1c
(State Statutory Reference)
2. That the filing of an application for State financial assistance by
the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency
(Name of the Applicant)
in an amount not to exceed $ 500,000 is hereby approved and that

Executive Director Carl J. Stephani
(Title and Name of Authorized Official)

is directed to execute and file such application with the Connecticut Department of Economic and

Community Development, to provide such additional information, to execute such other documents as
may be required, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State financial
assistance if such an agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, decisions, and revisions thereto,
and to act as the authorized representative of

(Name of the Applicant)

Revised 07/29/09



MEMORANDUM

TO: Program, Finance and Personnel Committee

FROM: Carl J. Stephani, Executive Director

DATE: February 1, 2013

FOR AGENDA: February 7, 2013

SUBJECT: FY2012-2013 Budget Amendment to add a line for $10,000 from a U.S.

EDA Grant for a Regional Disaster Recovery Plan, delete the Part-Time
Transportation Planner, change an Associate Planner to Part-time, and add
a new Assistant Planner position

Since the adoption of this year’s budget on June 7, 2012, several changes have taken place - all of
which are favorable to the Agency - that require amending the current year’s budget.

REVENUES

On December 10, 2012, shortly after our last Board meeting, we were advised by the U.S.
Economic Development Administration that we had received a $170,742 grant for the
preparation of a Regional Disaster Recovery Plan. That project will be completed over the next
two and a half years, but we do want to begin work on it this year, which means we need to
provide a line in the budget to allow us to accept funds for it. We do not expect to utilize more
than $10,000 dollars from the grant this year, and the attached proposed budget amendment
sheets show that new revenue.

EXPENDITURES

On June 16, 2012, two weeks after this year’s budget was adopted, our part-time Transportation
Planner left the Agency, and his position was not re-filled. Instead, the work that he used to do
has been re-assigned to one of our Assistant Planners, which has worked out very well. We are

proposing to delete that position from this year’s budget.

Furthermore, the personal situation of one of our Associate Planners has changed, and she has
asked to become part-time.

To compensate for the elimination of the part-time Transportation Planner, and the reduction in
hours of one Associate Planner, we will need to hire a new Assistant Planner.

All of these changes are reflected in the proposed budget sheets attached to this memorandum.

On that basis, it is my
RECOMMENDATION
that your Board
Approve the changes to the FY2012-2013 Agency Budget indicated on the attached
budget spreadsheets, and the changes in payroll amounts (health and life insurance,
unemployment compensation, etc.) which would be associated with them.

Attachments: Budget spreadsheets showing proposed amendments to the FY2012-2013 Budget

L:\Agency Board & Committees\!!PFP\Supporting Documents\2012-02-07 Budget Amend - Assistant Planner.wpd
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board

FROM: Jason Zheng, Assistant Planner
DATE: February 1, 2013

FOR AGENDA: February 7, 2013

SUBJECT: STIP/TIP Amendment to Add Project #20-107 “Reconstruction of 9,350
feet of the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail”

The proposed reconstruction takes place on a segment of the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail in
the town of Burlington. This portion of the trail has deteriorated to the point where public health
and safety is a huge concern and liability. Although a very popular and heavily used trail, some
public offices have considered placing caution signs or temporarily closing the trail due to its
condition. The town of Burlington will be responsible for the design. The proposed work
includes clearing trees, regrading, and resurfacing. This project will reconstruct the trail to
current standards and restore the trail to full functionality for all users.

This project will be funded under the federal Transportation Alternatives (TA) program. The cost
will be split $300,000 federal and $50,000 local. Projects in the TA program are initiated at the
regional level, and CCRPA has prioritized this project with support and input from the region.

The Transportation Committee usually reviews each STIP/TIP amendment before it comes to the
Agency Board, but this amendment came to CCRPA the day after the Transportation Committee
meeting scheduled for January 31, 2013, which was canceled. The next scheduled Transportation
Committee meeting is not until March 28, 2013. However, this project needs to move forward
sooner rather than later to ensure that the region’s annual allotment of TA money is expended in
the current federal fiscal year. As such, with the concurrence of the Transportation Committee
Chariman, I am bringing this STIP/TIP amendment directly to the Agency Board

Related to this is the rescoping of our second priority TA project, the subject of another memo.

This project ensures a continued commitment to safety improvements and system preservation
within our region. On that basis, it is my
RECOMMENDATION
that your Board
Approve the proposed STIP/TIP amendment for Project #20-107 “Reconstruction of
9,350 feet of the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail.”

Attachments: supporting Documents

cc: Transportation Committee Members

P:\Transportation\TIP\2012 - 2015 TIP\2013 Actions & Amendments\2013-02-01 Amendment - Burlington Trai\Memo STIP Amendment
Project 20-107.doc



To: Maribeth C. Wojenski

TIP/STIP~Action and Ame;-zdment Details

Bureau of Policy and Planning 13013
Project No Region _Route Town Description - - - Project Manager
0020-0107 97 Trail Burlington  Reconstruction oE9350 feet of the Famaington Canal Heritage Trail ' “Patel, Neil (860) 5943411
Phiase Year Ft CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE LOCAL  Fiscal Impact: 2012 2014 2015 FYIr
CN 2013 TAP /R0 300,000 0 50,000 [0 oo 1 e b e
Revision Code|05-New project ' S .J
l amendment I Add nesw project (CN phase only, PE funded with Pro;ect 170-3178) |
0020-0107 CN'. ' Phase Total: 350,000,  Federal Sharer - 300,000  State Share: - 0 Local Share: 50,000
@] 01-Move project to another year @ a- Funding limitations Comments:
b - Quistanding ROW issue
¢ - Outstanding Permit
@ a-Other (Specify)
02-Fiscal constraint a - Funding fully programmed Comments:
b - State match not available
¢ - Lecal match not available
d - Other -~
- i a ' G ts:
03 lgn schedule change ¢ - Local staffing issue ommen
a - Permit issue d - ROW issue
® v-cTDOT staffing issue : e - Other
04-Revised cost estimate a - Increase due to inflation Comments:
b - Increase due to (specify)
¢ - Decrease due to {specify)
@ 4-Other
:@E New project @ 4- Project requested by (speafy) Comments:
’ A “w - Copy of RPM attached
06-New phase @ a - PE phase required Comments:
b - ROW phase required
c- CON phase required
(@ p7-Administrative requirement a-Add ACentry Comments:
2 b - Other :
@ 08-Delete phase @ a- Phase not required Comments:
’ Phase changed to State funds
b - Phase changed fund
@ c-Phase changed to Local funds
@ d-Other
09-Delete project @ c-Not supported by Town Comments;
‘ : d - Change to State funded
a-Notsupported by State (@) . Change to Local funded
b - Not supporied by Region (&) 4.Other
& 10-Correction Comiments:
11-Financing/Funding revision a - Due to project schedule Comments:
: b - Due to funding availability
¢ - Other
Wednesday, January 30, 2013 Page 1 of 7



. STATE OF CONNECTICUT
' DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PROJECT MEMORANDUN .
. . ' XDATE; 12/24/2012
To: Patricia A. Hustus _ MOD # RPM . From: Nilesh Patel/Tony Estanislau
Capital Services Division _ ‘ ) ‘ .
Bureau of Finance & Administration . ! SM Project ID:

q | 09 2"3 PE Project ID:

7 RW Project 1D:
Flease Review Projoct Information an_d Estimate for Approval: BITAL SERVICER CN Project ID: DOT00200107CN

i{Reconstruction of FCH Trail o G
This project involves reconstruction of approximately 9350 feet of the Farmington Canal Heritage
Trail in Buriington under the MAP-21 Transportation Aiternatives Program (TAP).

This project is being intitated to provide a CN phase for the reconstruction of the FCHT in
Burlington. The proposed improvements include clearing trees, regrading and resurfacing the
multi-use trail. PE phase is not required. Town is performing design with 100% Town funds. Dept
charges for PE review is covered under DOT01703178PE. The estimated construction cost is
$350,000 ($300,000 Federal, $46,000 Town Inkind, $4,000 Town Demand Deposit) including
incidentals and contingencies. : ‘ : :

Manager Patricig_ALHustus
= = P e T —;_ T

Bureal: Chief

\ Diregtor / Administrator

Db

112,
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board

FROM: Jason Zheng, Assistant Planner
DATE: February 1, 2013

FOR AGENDA: February 7, 2013

SUBJECT: Rescoping of the “Berlin Chamberlain Highway Vista Project” to the
“Berlin Chamberlain Highway Trail Project”

The “Berlin Chamberlain Highway Vista Project” was initiated as a scenic preservation project
under the federal Transportation Enhancements (TE) program. However, scenic preservation is
ineligible for transportation funding with the passing of the latest federal transportation bill,
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21% Century (MAP-21). The TE program has also been
renamed the Transportation Alternatives (TA) program. CCRPA would like to rescope this
project as a trail project to remain eligible for funding.

The original plan was for the Berlin Land Trust to purchase and preserve property along the
Chamberlain Highway in Berlin as a scenic vista. CCRPA has discussed the proposed rescoping
plan with the Berlin Land Trust, and the property owners are also willing to move forward with
this as a trail project. The new goal of this project is to expand the existing trail network of the
nearby New England National Scenic Trail (NET) which is a federally recognized scenic hiking
trail spanning 215 miles through 39 communities in Connecticut and Massachusetts. The trail
material will be natural/loose dirt and gravel. This project complements the town of Berlin’s
open space preservation efforts and helps connect several pieces of existing open space owned
by the town of Berlin, the State of Connecticut, and the Meriden Water Company. This trail is
also viewed as an economic development opportunity for the town and region.

Under the TE program, CCRPA was responsible for prioritizing projects. When this project was
originally submitted, the region ranked this as a second priority project. However, ConnDOT has
expressed that their limited resources currently only allow them to work on first priority projects.
The first priority project is the subject of another memo.

When resources become available, ConnDOT will move this project forward, but the first step is
to rescope the project so that it is eligible for funding under MAP-21. On that basis, it is my
RECOMMENDATION
that your Board
Authorize CCRPA’s executive director to notify ConnDOT of the proposed rescoping of
the “Berlin Chamberlain Highway Vista Project” to the “Berlin Chamberlain Highway
Trail Project” and to reaffirm that this is the second priority project for our region.

cc: Transportation Committee Members

P:\Transportation\Programs - Other State & Federal Funding\TE\2011 - Applications 2011 (for FFY 2013 funding)\Applications\Berlin\2 -
Rescoping\Memo Rescoping.doc
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Courant.com

READER SUBMITTED: Department Of Commerce Invests
$170,742 In Conn. To Help With Economic Recovery

Timothy Malone, Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency

Greater New Britain
7:10 PM EST, December 19, 2012

The Economic Development Administration (EDA) advertisement
announced $7.3 million in grants to communities
affected by natural disasters. Grants were awarded to
communities in Connecticut, New York, Rhode
Island, Vermont, and Wyoming. In Connecticut, the
Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency
(CCRPA) received a $170,742 grant to develop a
disaster resiliency plan. This plan (which will cover
the municipalities of Berlin, Bristol, Burlington, New |
Britain, Plainville, Plymouth, and Southington) will
engage businesses, government officials, emergency
response personnel, and concerned citizens in drafting
a plan for a more coordinated response to future

disasters. These stakeholders will also identify TONIGH Wik

2 PM ET
vulnerabilities in the region's infrastructure, such as N T 8:00 1
power generation, transportation, flood management, and emergency response and develop proj ects to

mitigate impacts from future disasters.

"Due to climate change, extreme weather events like Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy are going to be
more frequent not less in the years ahead. That's why every federal dollar spent now on resiliency
measures will save more taxpayer's dollars in the future," said U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman. "With
this funding delivered by the Economic Development Administration, the Central Connecticut
Regional Planning Agency will be able to identify the best plan moving forward."

"This is a critically important down payment in assuring that Connecticut is prepared to respond to
what we know will be more frequent and more severe storms in the years to come," said U.S. Senator
Richard Blumenthal. I have called on the federal government to redouble efforts to protect
Connecticut from these future hazards. This includes investing in comprehensive assessments to
identify vulnerabilities in our infrastructure, transmission systems and flood control measures. I will
continue to advocate for full funding for disaster relief for Connecticut."

"The Obama administration is committed to helping communities impacted by natural disasters
rebound and rebuild stronger than ever," said Acting U.S. Commerce Secretary Blank. "The EDA

http://www.courant.com/community/new-britain/hcrs-68906hc-greater-new-britain-201212...  1/3/2013
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grants announced today will help several communities that suffered extensive flood and other damage
to rebuild infrastructure that is crucial for strengthening their local economies." CCRPA's Deputy
Director Francis Pickering said: "CCRPA is grateful and excited for this opportunity. As Irene and,
more recently, Sandy, have shown us, these storms and the damages they cause are bigger than any
one community. By working together as a region, we will be able to recover from disasters more
effectively, getting life back to normal more quickly for our businesses and residents."

Since 1966 CCRPA has worked with government, business, and residents in Central Connecticut to
plan and promote regional policies and programs that enhance the vitality, accessibility, and quality of
life in Bristol, New Britain, and surrounding communities. CCRPA coordinates economic
development, disasters mitigation, transportation planning, and environmental management for the

region.

Copyright © 2012, The Hartford Courant
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Courant.com
EDITORIAL
UConn's Water Plans Deserve Broader Scutiny

University's search for water spurs controversy

6:38 PM EST, January 2, 2013

Despite its other challenges, Connecticut has always had one ace in the hole — water. Unlike many states in the West and advertisement

South, we've taken our water supply for granted. But a growing controversy over water at the University of Connecticut

suggests it's time to pay more attention. . Bo OK ORE
LES RETURN 70 CHESTNUT HILL REPRESTENTING

THEIEHARDNOIIENM

UConn, unluckily built in an area not rich in water, has faced hydrological challenges for years. The school gets its water
from the nearby Fenton and Willimantic rivers, and in 2005 over-pumped its Fenton well fields, drying up part of the river.
Since then, the school has aggressively — and successfully — conserved water. But expansion plans over the next several

decades have prompted university officials to look for more water.

The school embarked on a planning process and commissioned an environmental impact evaluation, joined by the town of

Mansfield, which has growth plans as well.

Boy’s Under Al o
At this point, the school and town are considering three scenarios for getting an additional 2 million gallons a day: the TechTshit o
nearby Windham Water Works, a municipal water company; the Connecticut Water Co., from wells and a reservoir in e
Vernon; and the Metropolitan District Commission system, which would pump water from East Hartford to the campus PRI

about 20 miles away.

THE MDC OPTION

Though all the plans affect watershed areas, the MDC option has become the most controversial. Initial reports had the MDC sticking a pipe in the Farmington River and
draining it, to the obvious detriment of the river's scenic, recreational and habitat assets. This, however, is not the case. The drinking water comes from different reservoirs
(the Barkhamsted and Nepaug) than the.ones from which water is released into the Farmington River (Colebrook and West Branch). Plus, MDC officials say that because
of water conservation measures and less industrial use, the regional water agency sells less water than it once did and has 12 million gallons a day available for sale.

MDC officials say their proposal will result in lower costs for UConn, despite hefty construction costs in excess of $50 million, and would also lower fees for existing
MDC customers in Greater Hartford and spur job creation at UConn.

But environmentalists and others have raised several objections. Should UConn be growing in a water-poor area? For example, one of the main expansions envisioned at
Storrs is a technology park. Would that be better situated in an existing industrial area in, say, East Hartford, which has plenty of water?

Also, extension of water lines has been a way of driving costly sprawl development. Would a 20-mile water line induce sprawl in the towns between East Hartford and the
campus? Such development can theoretically be blocked by contract provision, zoning or covenant in the bonds. Such things, however, are not always foolproof.

Looking into the future, some environmentalists wonder: If the MDC expands its customer base, could that at some point necessitate use of water from the West Branch
Reservoir, or could it shortchange Greater Hartford, should the metro area start to grow again?

A comprehensive statewide water supply plan could answer some of these questions but, remarkably, there isn't one.

EXTEND THE DEADLINE

In 1985, the state created a long-term drinking water supply planning process, called the Water Utility Coordinating Committee, which divided the state into seven regions.
The idea was that each WUCC region would prepare a plan. To date, only four regions have prepared plans. The northeast part of the state around UConn has no water
plan. Ideally, the water plan would be done in conjunction with land use, transportation and energy planning. Seven regions is too many,

The time to comment on UConn's environmental impact evaluation is supposed to end Friday, after a short extension from Dec. 21. Though there are more steps in the
approval process, the comment period should be extended again, to bring more voices into this discussion. In the era of climate change, with drought an increasing

possibility, this needs a broader discussion.
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