
November  2011

 CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

 FINANCIAL REPORT AND CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Current Year %

REVENUES Budget Month To Date Balance Received

Municipal Contributions 91,500 0 91,500 0 100.00%

Transportation Planning Grant 642,576 30,760 157,049 485,527 24.44%

Paratransit Admin./Contractor 1,555,000 133,211 691,131 863,869 44.45%

Paratransit System Advertising 5,000 1,235 1,235 3,765 24.70%

SGIA 5,587 12,541 12,541 -6,954 224.47%

R5EPT 2,500 420 1,299 1,201 51.96%

CEDS-Municipality 10,000 0 2,632 7,368 26.32%

CEDS - USEDA 20,000 0 0 20,000 0.00%

Pequabuck River Dam 164,500 0 82,250 82,250 50.00%

CERT Administrative 8,000 0 0 8,000 0.00%

Sustainable Communities 41,163 0 0 41,163 0.00%

Miscellaneous Revenues 1,000 173 769 231 76.91%

           Budgeted Revenues 2,546,826 178,340 1,040,406 1,506,420

41.00 % completed

Current Year %

EXPENDITURES Budget Month To Date Balance Used

Salaries/Payroll Taxes/Workers Comp. 456,500 34,533 193,527 262,973 42.39%

Retirement/Administration 14,039 497 2,322 11,717 16.54%

Health/Life & ST Disability Insurance 119,846 8,018 45,939 73,907 38.33%

Directors & Officers/Liability/Bonding Ins. 6,410 0 5,071 1,339 79.11%

Accounting/Legal 15,500 0 1,375 14,125 8.87%

Paratransit Contractor 1,465,000 125,041 640,333 824,667 43.71%

Equipment Service Contracts/Maintenance 3,500 623 3,196 304 91.31%

Equipment/Software Purchases 39,900 1,730 8,501 31,399 21.31%

Rent 30,180 2,515 12,575 17,605 41.67%

Office Cleaning 5,200 0 750 4,450 14.42%

Telephone/Postage 5,000 57 1,335 3,665 26.70%

Supplies 4,000 99 581 3,419 14.53%

Training/Workshops/Seminars/Conf. 18,000 499 2,226 15,774 12.37%

Travel in State/Meetings/Forums 18,000 1,819 8,007 9,993 44.48%

Dues/Subscriptions 11,346 225 4,222 7,124 37.21%

Publications 400 0 128 272 32.00%

CPC Referral Consultant 2,940 221 583 2,358 19.81%

Advertising 3,000 0 0 3,000 0.00%

Pequabuck River Dam 164,500 0 0 164,500 0.00%

Miscellaneous Expenditures 6,000 275 2,796 3,204 46.60%

Contingency 157,565 0 0 157,565 0.00%

Budgeted Expenses 2,546,826 176,152 933,467 1,613,360

CASH ON HAND

Checking Acct. Balance - BOA 87,688

CT State Treas.Short-Term Investment Fund 139,548

Money Market - BOA 4,154

CD - Thomaston Savings Bank   100,716

CD - Webster Savings Bank 49,680

TOTAL CASH ON HAND 381,786

  



December  2011

 CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

 FINANCIAL REPORT AND CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Current Year %

REVENUES Budget Month To Date Balance Received

Municipal Contributions 91,500 0 91,500 0 100.00%

Transportation Planning Grant 642,576 39,406 196,455 446,121 30.57%

Paratransit Admin./Contractor 1,555,000 131,205 822,336 732,664 52.88%

Paratransit System Advertising 5,000 0 1,235 3,765 24.70%

SGIA 5,587 0 12,541 -6,954 224.47%

R5EPT 2,500 0 1,299 1,201 51.96%

CEDS-Municipality 10,000 0 2,632 7,368 26.32%

CEDS - USEDA 20,000 0 0 20,000 0.00%

Pequabuck River Dam 164,500 0 82,250 82,250 50.00%

CERT Administrative 8,000 0 0 8,000 0.00%

Sustainable Communities 41,163 0 0 41,163 0.00%

Miscellaneous Revenues 1,000 93 862 138 86.21%

           Budgeted Revenues 2,546,826 170,704 1,211,110 1,335,716

50.00 % completed

Current Year %

EXPENDITURES Budget Month To Date Balance Used

Salaries/Payroll Taxes/Workers Comp. 614,065 35,338 228,865 385,200 37.27%

Retirement/Administration 14,039 1,497 3,819 10,220 27.20%

Health/Life & STD Insurance 119,846 8,004 53,943 65,903 45.01%

Directors & Officers/Liability/Bonding Ins. 6,410 0 5,071 1,339 79.11%

Accounting/Legal 15,500 9,250 12,850 2,650 82.90%

Paratransit Contractor 1,465,000 121,682 762,015 702,985 52.01%

Equipment Service Contracts/Maintenance 3,500 202 3,398 102 97.09%

Equipment/Software Purchases 39,900 154 8,655 31,245 21.69%

Rent 30,180 2,515 15,090 15,090 50.00%

Office Cleaning 5,200 500 1,750 3,450 33.65%

Telephone/Postage 5,000 561 1,896 3,104 37.92%

Supplies 4,000 191 772 3,228 19.30%

Training/Workshops/Seminars/Conf. 18,000 -39 2,187 15,813 12.15%

Travel in State/Meetings/Forums 18,000 1,401 9,408 8,592 52.27%

Dues/Subscriptions 11,346 217 4,439 6,907 39.12%

Publications 400 0 128 272 32.00%

CPC Referral Consultant 2,940 186 769 2,172 26.14%

Advertising 3,000 0 106 2,894 3.53%

Pequabuck River Dam 164,500 0 0 164,500 0.00%

Miscellaneous Expenditures 6,000 171 2,967 3,033 49.45%

Budgeted Expenses 2,546,826 181,830 1,118,128 1,428,699

CASH ON HAND

Checking Acct. Balance - BOA 88,729

CT State Treas.Short-Term Investment Fund 4,155

Money Market - BOA 139,596

CD - Thomaston Savings Bank   100,760

CD - Webster Savings Bank 50,078

TOTAL CASH ON HAND 383,318

  



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Transportation Improvement Committee 

 

The Transportation Improvement Committee approved the following agenda items unanimously 

at its 1/26/2012 meeting. 

 
a) STIP/TIP amendments to approve District 1 projects 171-361 and 171-362, and District 4 projects 174-365 

and 174-366 (Installation of durable epoxy pavement markings) 

b) STIP/TIP amendment to approve revised cost estimate to project 7-182 (Berlin Railroad Station 

Enhancement)  

c) STIP/TIP amendment to approve revised cost estimate to project 17-174 (Major intersection improvements 

at South, Union and Church Streets in Bristol) 

d) Resolution #20120202A Ozone Air Quality Conformity Determination 

e) Resolution #20120202B Adoption of the Transportation Improvement Program for the Central Connecticut 

Region 2012-2015 

f) Resolution #20120202C Approval of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency Urban Planning 

Certificate 

g) Concurrence with Enhancement Program funding priorities  

h) Endorsement of CMAQ Project Proposals 

i) Concurrence with Minor Amendments to the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

 

For that reason, it is our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve these agenda items as presented. 

 

Attachments: Memoranda and descriptions for each of the above agenda item  

  



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:    Transportation Improvement Committee (TIC) 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:   January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA:  January 26, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: STIP/TIP amendments for new District 1 Projects 171-361 and 171-362; 

and District 4 Projects 174-365 and 174-366. 

 

The descriptions of these proposed STIP/TIP amendments are as follows: 

 

 Projects 171-361 and 171-362: This District 1 project may include Bristol, Berlin, New 

Britain, Plainville and/or Southington. These projects call for the installation of durable 

epoxy pavement markings on various Interstate (Proj. 171-361) and Non-Interstate 

(Proj. 171-362) routes.  These markings include long lines, symbols, legends, and 

removal where needed. Project 171-361 is funded under the Interstate Maintenance (I-

M) program at a 90 percent Federal and 10 percent State level. Project 171-362 is 

funded under the Surface Transportation Program-Anywhere (STP-A) at an 80 percent 

Federal and 20 percent State level. The installation of Epoxy markings will maintain the 

delineation of existing travel lanes and shoulder markings and the retro-reflectivity of 

existing pavement markings in an acceptable condition. 

 Projects 174-365 and 174-366: This District 4 project may include the towns of 

Burlington and Plymouth.  These projects call for the installation of durable epoxy 

pavement markings on various Interstate (Proj. 174-365) and Non-Interstate (Proj. 174-

366) routes.  These markings include long lines, symbols, legends, and removal where 

needed. Project 174-365 is funded under the Interstate Maintenance (I-M) program at a 

90 percent Federal and 10 percent State level. Project 174-366 is funded under the 

Surface Transportation Program-Anywhere (STP-A) at an 80 percent Federal and 20 

percent State level. The installation of Epoxy markings will maintain the delineation of 

existing travel lanes and shoulder markings and the retro-reflectivity of existing 

pavement markings in an acceptable condition. 
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These projects ensure a continued commitment to safety and system preservation within our 

region, which are both strongly supported by CCRPA.   

On that basis, it is my RECOMMENDATION 

That your Committee 

Recommend that the Agency Board approve these proposed ConnDOT STIP/TIP 

amendments 

 

Attachment: Amendment Descriptions 

 

cc:  Agency Board  



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:    Transportation Improvement Committee (TIC) 

FROM:    Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:   January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA:  January 26, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: STIP/TIP amendments for existing Regional Projects 7-182 and 17-174. 

 

The descriptions of these proposed STIP/TIP amendments are as follows: 

 

 Project 7-182: This project in funded under STP-Enhancements and involves the rehabilitation of 

the Berlin Railroad station. Currently, this is the only Amtrak station located in the Central 

Connecticut region. The original cost of the project was based on conceptual plans and did not 

fully take into account the role of Amtrak as the owner of the property in the process. The total 

cost is now $2.614M total ($2.091M federal, $523K local). CT-DOT has determined this to be an 

important project and would like to see it completed. As a result, CT-DOT has allocated the 

additional Enhancements funds from the State pool to meet the cost increase. There has been 

no change in the scope of the project. 

 Projects 17-174: This Bristol project is funded under the STP-Urban program and is designed to 

deliver major intersection improvements at South Street, Union Street, and Church Street. The 

cost estimate has been refined upwards by CT-DOT from a total of $2.132M to $2.703M for a 

$571K increase. As a result the federal share is increased from $1.706M to $2.162M, and the 

state and local shares are each increased from $213K to $270K. There has been no change in the 

scope of the project. 

 

These projects have been strongly supported by this Committee and the Agency, and the amendments 

are the result of more detailed cost information gained in the natural course of project development.   

On that basis, it is my RECOMMENDATION 

That your Committee 

Recommend that the Agency Board approve these proposed ConnDOT STIP/TIP amendments 

 

Attachment: Amendment Descriptions 

 

cc:  Agency Board  



Projects 171-361 and 171-362: 

Region FACode Proj# 
AQ
Cd 

Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year 
Tot$ 
(000) 

Fed$ 
(000) 

Sta$ 
(000) 

Loc$ 
(000) 

Comments 
code for 
change 

71 I-M 
0171-
0361 

X6 VARIOUS 
DISTRICT 
1 

EPOXY PAVEMENT 
MARKINGS - 
INTERSTATE ROUTES 
(2012) 

CON 2012 952 857 95 0 
NEW 
PROJECT 

05 

71 STPA 
0171-
0362 

X6 VARIOUS 
DISTRICT 
1 

EPOXY PAVEMENT 
MARKINGS - NON-
INTERSTATE ROUTES 
(2012) 

CON 2012 952 762 190 0 
NEW 
PROJECT 

05 

 

 

 



Projects 174-365 and 174-366: 

Region FACode Proj# AQCd Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year 
Tot$ 
(000) 

Fed$ 
(000) 

Sta$ 
(000) 

Loc$ 
(000) 

Comments 
code for 
change 

74 I-M 
0174-
0365 

X6 VARIOUS DISTRICT 4 
EPOXY PAVEMENT 
MARKINGS - INTERSTATE 
ROUTES (2012) 

CON 2012 952 857 95 0 
NEW 
PROJECT 

05 

74 STPA 
0174-
0366 

X6 VARIOUS DISTRICT 4 
EPOXY PAVEMENT 
MARKINGS - NON-
INTERSTATE ROUTES (2012) 

CON 2012 952 762 190 0 
NEW 
PROJECT 

05 

 

 

 

 



Project 7-182: 

Region 
FA 

Code Proj# 
AQ
Cd Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year 

Tot$ 
(000) 

Fed$ 
(000) 

Sta$ 
(000) 

Loc$ 
(000) Comments 

code for 
change 

09 STPT 
0007-
0182 

X6 
RR 
STATION 

BERLIN 
BERLIN RR STATION 
ENHANCEMENT OF 
SITE AND FACILITY. 

CON 2012 2,614 2,091 0 523 
INCRE. EST. FROM FED $1.14M & 
CHANGE PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

04 

 

 

Projects 17-174: 

Region 
FA 

Code Proj# 
AQ
Cd Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year 

Tot$ 
(000) 

Fed$ 
(000) 

Sta$ 
(000) 

Loc$ 
(000) Comments 

code for 
change 

09 STPH 
0017-
0174 

X7 CT 72 BRISTOL 

MAJOR 
INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENT AT 
SOUTH ST UNION 
ST & CHURCH ST. 

CON 2012 2,703 2,162 270 270 
MOVE FROM FFY '11 TO FFY '12 & INC. 
EST FROM FED. $990K 

01 

 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of Resolution No. 20120202A, Ozone Air Quality Conformity 

Determination 

 

Air quality modeling is performed by the ConnDOT to assure transportation project conformity 

with allowable limits promulgated by EPA. As such, the Agency is required to endorse the latest 

Air Quality Conformity Statement, dated September 2009.  

 

Endorsement of the new Air Quality Conformity Statement is necessary for acceptance of the 

new STIP and TIP to progress.  

 

Based on the necessity of an approved Air Quality Conformity Statement to move all projects in 

the program towards realization, it is our 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve Resolution No. 20120202A, Ozone Air Quality Conformity Determination. 

  
Attachments: Resolution No. 20120202A, Ozone Air Quality Conformity Determination, (November 

2011 revised); Table 2, Ozone Air Quality Conformity Determination, (November 2011 revised) 

 

Discussion: Table 2 of the Air Quality Conformity Statement contains the computer modeling for several 

years, comparing projected vehicle emissions from projected vehicle miles traveled (VMT). The 

pollutants illustrated are nitrogen oxides (NOX) and hydrocarbons or volatile organic compounds (VOC), 

all of which are ingredients for ozone smog. The State Implementation Plan (SIP) establishes the 

benchmarks or budgets of legally allowable air pollutants for regions in moderate non-attainment of air 

quality standards (Central Connecticut is a moderate non-attainment area). The Central Connecticut 

Region is part of the “Greater Ct. Portion” on Table 2. VOC and NOX numbers represent tons per day. 

The SIP is derived from the computer model. Table 2 illustrates that projected emissions are within the air 

quality budget established by the SIP. 

 

cc:  Transportation Improvement Committee  
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CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

RESOLUTION  No. 20120202A 

OZONE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY DETERMINATION 

 

WHEREAS, 

 the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency is required to submit an Air 

Quality Conformity Statement to the US Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 

to the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in accordance with the final 

conformity rule promulgated by EPA (40 CFR 51 and 93) when adopting an annual 

Transportation Improvement Program or when effecting a significant revision of the 

Region’s Transportation Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS,  

Title 42, Section 7506 (3) (A) states that conformity of transportation plans and programs 

will be demonstrated if: 

1. the plans and programs are consistent with recent estimates of mobile source 

emissions; 

2. the plans and programs provide for the expeditious implementation of certain 

transportation control measures; 

3. the plans and programs contribute to annual emissions reductions consistent with the 

Clean Air Act of 1977, as amended; and 

 

WHEREAS,  

it is the opinion of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency that the plans 

and programs approved today, 2/2/2012, and submitted to FHWA and EPA conform to 

the requirements of Title 42, Section 7506 (3) (A) as interpreted by EPA (40 CFR 51 and 

93); and 

WHEREAS, 

The State of Connecticut has elected to assess conformity in the Connecticut portion of 

the New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT Ozone Moderate 

Nonattaiment area (Fairfield, New Haven and Middlesex Counties) and the Greater 

Connecticut Ozone Moderate Nonattainment Area (Hartford, New London, Tolland, 

Windham and Litchfield counties),  and the Connecticut Department of Transportation 

has jointly assessed the impact of all transportation plans and programs in these 



Nonattainment areas (Ozone Air Quality Conformity Determination Report November 

2011); and 

WHEREAS, 

The projects outlined in the 2011 Regional Transportation Plans and the FY 2012-2015 

Transportation Improvement Programs for the Connecticut portion of the New York-

Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT Ozone Nonattainment Area and the 

Greater Connecticut Ozone Nonattainment Area, will not impact the emissions analysis 

previously preformed; and 

WHEREAS, 

The Connecticut Department of Transportation’s assessment (above) has found that plans 

and programs jointly meet mobile source emission’s guidelines advanced by EPA 

pursuant to Section 7506 (3) (A). 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Central Connecticut Regional Planning 

Agency 

That the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency finds that the Long Range 

Transportation Plan and the FFY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program 

for Central Connecticut conform to air quality requirements of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Administration (40 CFR 51 and 93), related U.S. Department of 

Transportation guidelines (23 CFR 450) and with Title 42, Section 7506 (3) (A) and 

hereby approves the existing November 2011 Ozone Air Quality Conformity 

Determination contingent upon no major adverse comments are received during said 

period. 

 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at 

a legally convened meeting of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency on 

February 2, 2012. 

 

 

DATE: ________________   BY: ________________________ 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Resolution No. 20120202B, Endorsement of the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) for Fiscal Years 2012-2015 

 

The TIP represents four years of programmed transportation projects in the Region utilizing a 

variety of Federal funding programs. It represents the blueprint for achieving goals laid out in the 

Long-Range Transportation Plan. Based on the importance of the TIP for helping achieve 

mobility and accessibility goals of the Region, it is our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve Resolution No. 20120202B, Endorsement of the Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) for Fiscal Years 2012-2015. 

  
Attachments: Resolution No. 20120202B, Transportation Improvement Program – Federal Fiscal Years 

2012-2015  

 

Discussion: Public notices appeared in the 1/3/2012 edition of the Hartford Courant, the Bristol Press, and 

the New Britain Herald, announcing the dates of the public review period, the public hearing, and text 

availability. The public review period ran from December 29, 2011 to January 31, 2012, with a public 

hearing on January 11, 2012, at CCRPA at 4:00 PM. 

 

cc:  Transportation Improvement Committee  



 

  

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

RESOLUTION  No. 20120202B 

 

ENDORSEMENT OF THE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

FOR FISCAL YEARS 2012-2015 

WHEREAS,  

the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency acting as the Metropolitan 

Planning Organization is authorized by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) and related U.S. 

Department of Transportation regulations to prepare and endorse a Transportation 

Improvement Program for the Central Connecticut region; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  

the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments prepared the FFY 2012-2015 

Transportation Improvement Program in cooperation with the Connecticut Department 

of  transportation in accordance with the provisions of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 

Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU); and, 

 

WHEREAS,  

the FFY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program describes all projects which 

are programmed to receive federal transportation assistance over the next four fiscal 

years and is financially constrained; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  

the public notification and review of the draft FFY 2012-2015 Transportation 

Improvement Program followed the procedures set forth in the MPO’s Statement of 

Public Involvement Process for Transportation Planning, a public hearing was held on 

January 11, 2012, at which the public was invited to comment on the draft FFY 2012-

2015 Transportation Improvement Program; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  

that by agreement between the State and the Metropolitan Planning Organization, the 

public involvement activities carried out in the metropolitan area in response to federal 

metropolitan planning requirements satisfy the requirements of the Statewide 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) public involvement; and, 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Central Connecticut Regional Planning 

Agency hereby endorses the FFY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program for the 

Central Connecticut Region. 

 

 

 



CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at 

a legally convened meeting of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency on 

February 2, 2012. 

 

 

 

DATE: ________________   BY: ________________________ 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Resolution No. 20120202C, Approval of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency Urban Planning Certification 

 

This annual requirement recertifies the Agency’s position as the designated Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) for the Central Connecticut region. It is a required element of an 

endorsed TIP. This certification enables the Board to act on matters essential to operation of the 

CCRPA as an MPO in matters of transportation planning for the region.  

 

Based on the importance of this annual requirement, it is our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve Resolution No. 20120202C, Approval of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency Urban Planning Certification. 

  
Attachment: Resolution No. 20120202C.  

 

cc:  Transportation Improvement Committee  



 

  

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

RESOLUTION  No. 20120202C 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY 

URBAN PLANNING CERTIFICATION 
 

The Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency, as the designated Metropolitan Planning 

Organization for the Central Connecticut Region,  

 

Hereby,  

 

Certifies, that the Urban Transportation Planning Process has been conducted in accordance with 

the terms and provision of the August 1, 1983, Urban Transportation Final Rule, and that all 

applicable provisions relative to involvement of minority business enterprises, special efforts for 

elderly and disabled persons, the Clean Air Act, 23 USC, and 49 USC have been satisfied.  

 

The Long-Range Transportation Plan 2011-2040, was adopted on May 5, 2011.  

The Unified Planning Work Program 2011 and 2012 , was adopted on October 7, 2010.  

The Ozone Air Quality Conformity Statement for the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement 

Program was adopted on February 2, 2012.  

The Transportation Improvement Program of the Central Connecticut Region, Fiscal Years 2012 

– 2015 was adopted on February 2, 2012.  

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at 

a legally convened meeting of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency on May 3, 

2007, June 5, 2008, October 22, 2009, and February 2, 2012. 

 

 

DATE: ________________   BY: ________________________ 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Enhancement Program Funding Priorities 

 

The Transportation Enhancements Program solicits projects on a 4-year basis. The amount of 

Enhancement funds available to the Central Connecticut Region is $941,000. Enhancement 

funds can be used for a variety of projects including bicycle and pedestrian features, streetscape 

improvements, and scenic or historical preservation. CCRPA in coordination with CT-DOT 

solicited potential projects from the municipalities in the region. Applications have been put 

together for submittal to CT-DOT and these projects have all been deemed to be worthy by 

CCRPA. For that reason, it is our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve the Enhancement Program Funding Priorities as presented. 

  
Attachments: Transportation Enhancement Project Descriptions  

 

 

cc:  Transportation Improvement Committee  
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Transportation Enhancement Projects (in no particular order): 

 

1. BLT Berlin Chamberlin Highway Vista Project: Project allows purchase & protection of 

16.262 ac. forested land situated at rear of Janota Farm, 2104 Chamberlain Hwy., Berlin, CT. 

Heavily treed parcel easily visible from Chamberlain Hwy. Vista, then of farm & its fields is 

framed by these woods. 

Total Cost: $160,000   Federal $128,000 Local $32,000 

Municipality: Berlin (Berlin Land Trust) 

 

2. Reconstruction of Burlington section of the FCH Trail: This project addresses the most 

heavily used section of the FCHT in Burlington that has been degraded by tree roots and 

construction practices that lacked foresight. This project will remove trees, and grind, regrade and 

repave the existing trail. 

Total Cost: $348,750  Federal $279,000 Local $69,750 

Municipality: Burlington 

 

3. Main Street Streetscape Improvements – Phase 1: Construction of a Complete Streets strategy 

for a section of Main Street to connect recently completed State Projects 88-150 and 88-152 to 

the soon to be constructed New Britain-Hartford Busway Station area. 

Total Cost: $550,000  Federal $400,000 Local $150,000 

Municipality: New Britain 

 

4. Plymouth Water Wheel Streetscape Improvements: Construction of streetscape improvements 

in the area of the water wheel in coordination with the transformation of the water wheel into a 

historical regional attraction. 

Total Cost: $166,250  Federal $133,000 Local $33,250 

Municipality: Plymouth 

 

 

Total Program Cost:$1,225,000 

Federal Share: $940,000 

Local Share:$285,000 

 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Endorsement of CMAQ Project Proposals 

 

CT-DOT solicits projects statewide on a competitive basis for the Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality (CMAQ) Program. A wide variety of projects that reduce congestion and air quality 

qualify under the CMAQ Program. Three applications have been put together for submittal to 

CT-DOT and these projects have all been deemed to be worthy by CCRPA. For that reason, it is 

our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Endorse the CMAQ Project Proposals as presented. 

  
Attachments: CMAQ Project Descriptions (Prioritizations to follow) 

 

 

cc:  Transportation Improvement Committee  
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Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Program Projects (in no particular order): 

 

1. ESPN – Route 10 corridor-downtown Southington non-motorized access:  

The project will construct a multi-use trail from downtown Southington to the: 

 Main campus of ESPN, the region’s largest private employer, and the center of 

Connecticut’s most dynamic and rapidly growing industries,  

 The Route 10 corridor, one of the busiest commercial strips in the state, and 

 Large and expanding industrial parks in Southington, Plainville, and Bristol. 

 

This project will extend the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail in Southington from Lazy Ln to 

Birch St. From Birch St bike lanes will be painted up to Town Line Rd and will continue West to 

the end of Town Line Road. A multi-use path will be constructed from the end of Town Line Rd 

to the edge of ESPN’s property in Bristol. From there it will travel north to Dolphin Rd, where a 

short on-road bike lane will provide access to the ESPN campus on Birch St in Bristol (the 

western most point of the project). The combined length of all off-road multi-use segments is 

14,025 feet; the combined length of on-road segments is 9,150 feet. 

Total Cost: $2,360,000  Federal $1,888,000 Local $472,000 

Municipality: Southington 

 

 

2. Traffic Control Signal Upgrade/Replacement – Intersection of Slate Road and Osgood 

Avenue:  

Project Location: The project is located at the intersection of Osgood Avenue and Slater Road. 

The existing traffic control signal was installed in 1967 and has had minimal upgrades since the 

original installation. The signal is essentially operating as a fixed time signal as the loop 

detectors that were part of the original installation have long since been cut and are no longer 

working. As part of the project the concrete sidewalks and pedestrian ramps in the area of the 

intersection will be replaced.  

Project Objectives: The Traffic Control Signal was originally installed to service the Pinnacle 

Heights Housing Complex, located in the southwest quadrant of the intersection, and the 

adjacent roadway traffic. Currently construction is underway for the site of the former Housing 

Complex to be redeveloped as a Business Park. In addition, a CREC School is also proposed to 

be located on lots within the Business Park. The roadway network will be revised to eliminate 

the Long Swamp Road intersection with Slater Road, to the south, and the traffic that formerly 

utilized Long Swamp Road will access from the Business Park and will be relocated to the 

intersection of Osgood Avenue with Slater Road. Also, the DiLoreto School, located in the 

northwest quadrant of the intersection, is undergoing an expansion project.  

The proposed improvements to the traffic control signal will provide a new traffic responsive, 

energy efficient operation.     

Total Cost: $250,000  Federal $250,000 Local $0 

Municipality: New Britain 
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3. Plymouth Hybrid Electrical Vehicles for Municipal Use: Purchase of 5 Hybrid Electric Toyota 

Priuses for municipal use. 

 

Total Cost: $108,155  Federal $86,524 Local $21,631 

Municipality: Plymouth 

 

 

 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:    Transportation Improvement Committee (TIC) 

FROM:    Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:   January 18, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA:  January 26, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Minor Amendments to the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

 

The full text of these proposed changes to the LRTP are attached to this memo. These changes are not 

being added to the funding table, as they are unfunded (and thus won’t displace anything else). Current 

projects these changes will help us to pursue are as follows: 

 

1. Transit signal priority 

2. Paratransit AVL 

3. Dial-a-Ride regionalization 

4. Burlington scenic roads designation 

5. Berlin Transportation Enhancement 

 

These projects are important to the efficiency and diversity of the transportation system in the region, 

and need to appear in the LRTP to be pursued in the planning efforts of CCRPA.   

On that basis, it is my RECOMMENDATION 

That your Committee 

Recommend that the Agency Board approve these proposed LRTP amendments 

 

Attachment: Proposed Changes 

 

cc:  Agency Board  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPOSED CHANGES: 

Historic and scenic preservation 

Transportation investments should complement scenic and historic corridors, preserving areas, sites, 

and views of value, and promoting compatible land use. 

Description 

Transportation has played a key role in shaping the built and natural environments. In many cases, the 

results have been good, creating places of historic and cultural value, as well as making natural 

resources accessible. In others, however, they have been less benign, degrading human communities 

and disfiguring landscapes. 

While transportation investments over the last century have enhanced mobility (at least for drivers), 

they come at a cost. Highway improvements, in particular construction of expressways, have, in many 

cases, severely damaged city and village centers as well as resulted in the loss of millions of acres of 

farms, fields, and forests. 

To redress the damage that some transportation projects have caused in the past, as well as the 

potential for future projects to yield further degradation and loss, this Plan calls for transportation 

investments to be selected, structured, and implemented insofar as feasible to avoid and address 

human and environmental costs. 

Avoidance of these costs can come with a price. Where needs exceed means, prioritization is necessary. 

This Plan therefore urges that avoidance and addressing of damage focus on areas of especial human or 

environmental value. These include: 

1. Historic sites and districts, as listed in the National Register of Historic Places (of the National Park 

Service) or the State Register of Historic Places (of the Connecticut State Historic Preservation 

Office). 

2. Critical habitat, as identified by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. 

3. Scenic corridors, as identified by the region’s municipalities, CCRPA, and/or the DOT.  

Areas falling under categories 1 and 2 have been omitted from this Plan for the sake of brevity but can 

be found at the respective Agency’s web site. To date, no municipalities in the region have designated 

local scenic roads. This Plan identifies the following corridors as of regional import and worthy of 

preservation for their high scenic value: 

1. Canton Road, Burlington (State Route 4/179 along the Farmington River) 

2. Milford Road, Burlington (State Route 69) 

3. Chamberlain Highway, Berlin (State Route 71) 

These are the only State route segments in the region that this Plan has identified as still possessing high 

scenic value. Due to the scarcity of scenic routes in the region, as well as threats to their scenic value, 



this Plan supports investments that maintain these routes’ historic and scenic character. These 

investments include scenic highway designation as well as land and easement acquisition. 

Cost 

Project cost depends on the specific project. Where changes in land use are involved, projects may 

entail considerable upfront costs but can pay for themselves over the long run.  

Status and next steps 

Various parties, including the State, municipalities, and land trusts, have acquired land along the 

corridors listed above to preserve their scenic and historic value. However, none of these roads have 

been designated as scenic. To rectify this, CCRPA has submitted an application on behalf of Burlington 

and Farmington to secure State scenic highway designation for corridors 1 and 2 (as listed above). Next 

steps to follow are: 

 DOT reviews Burlington’s and Farmington’s State scenic road designation application. Starts 

immediately and concludes within one year. 

 CCRPA screens roads for local scenic road designation and makes recommendations to 

municipalities. Starts within two years of the adoption of this Plan and concludes within two years. 

 CCRPA, municipalities, and land trusts pursue opportunities (land and easement acquisition, as well 

as zoning changes) to preserve views along corridors identified as scenic, especially those listed 

above. Starts immediately and continues indefinitely. 

 CCRPA develops a map of historic sites and districts and critical habitats for use in project 

development and review. Starts within one year of the adoption of this Plan and concludes within 

three months. 

 

Intelligent transit system 

Use technology to improve the performance, efficiency, and ridership of transit and paratransit in the 

region. 

Description 

Most transit in the region does not run on dedicated rights-of-way but uses the public roads, which it 

shares with other modes of transportation, including personal transportation (cars) and freight (trucks). 

While such infrastructure-sharing is fiscally smart, forcing buses to mix with traffic often has an adverse 

impact on the speed, reliability, and use of a transit system: not only are buses and vans less able to 

cope with traffic—they accelerate and decelerate more slowly than passenger cars—but, unlike cars, 

whose drivers can change directions, timing, or plans in response to traffic, they must stick to a fixed 

route, even if it means hitting a traffic jam. This makes transit uncompetitive with driving, and, as a 

consequence, can depress ridership dramatically. 

The region finds itself in this situation. Severe congestion (Traffic and congestion, p. 147), especially on 

the corridors served by the region’s transit system, has made for long, slow trips on its buses and vans. 

This Plan features several projects that the region is pursuing to address this problem. These include 



Integration with New York (p. 23) New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail (p. 26) and the New Britain-

Hartford Busway (p. 126). These projects will enable transit riders to bypass congestion by providing 

separate rights-of-way for transit vehicles (trains and buses, respectively).  

However, neither the rail nor busway projects will address congestion along all of the region’s bus 

routes. Transit riders not traveling on the rail or busway corridors (or traveling on those corridors but 

unable to use those services) are still expected to face high levels of congestion. Since it is neither 

desirable nor possible to construct separate rights-of-way on every bus route, solutions than expedite 

the passage of buses and vans in mixed traffic are needed.  

A diverse array of techniques has been developed to do this. These include: 

 Transit signal priority 

 Signal coordination/optimization 

 Queue jumps 

 Enhanced acceleration buses 

 Prepaid boarding 

 Multiple door entry 

 Passenger information systems 

 Telephone and online trip booking (e.g., One Call/One Click centers) 

 Continuous optimization, real-time computer scheduling, and automatic dispatching for Dial-a-Ride 

and paratransit 

 Automatic vehicle location 

Status and next steps 

 CCRPA studies needs and available technologies, and determines feasible operational 

improvements. Starts within two years of the adoption of this Plan and concludes within five years. 

 Selected operational improvements are implemented. Contingent on funding, starts within three 

months after study ends and concludes within two year. 

 



 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:    Agency Board 

FROM:   Ethan C. Abeles, Transportation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2012 

 

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: CMAQ Project Prioritization 

 

The Transportation Improvement Committee approved the CMAQ project proposals at its 

1/26/2012 meeting, but the projects were not yet prioritized because the necessary analysis had 

yet to be completed. The TIC directed staff to prioritize the list of projects and present these staff 

recommendations to the Agency Board. A list of these projects prioritized by the staff will be 

furnished to you before the 2/2/2012 meeting. The prioritization will use a straightforward 

benefit cost analysis that weighs the cost versus the emissions benefits for each project. 
 

For that reason, it is our  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That your Board  

Approve the staff generated CMAQ project priority list that will be provided to you prior 

to the February 2 meeting. 
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CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Agency Board 

FROM: Francis R. Pickering. Senior Planner 

DATE: February 2, 2012 

SUBJECT: DEEP America the Beatiful Grant, Personal Services Agreement 

 

CCRPA applied for and was awarded an America the Beautiful grant through the Connecticut 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s (DEEP) urban forestry program. The grant will 

enable Agency staff to conduct a project entitled “Greening the air: urban tree canopy assessment 

and enhancement for better air quality in New Britain.” The project, which was developed in concert 

with and has the support of City staff, will measure the New Britain's tree canopy, including 

quantifying the extent to which trees improve the City’s environment. The project will study future 

tree cover scenarios and the environmental benefits they may deliver, and will conclude with a 

targeted set of strategies, actions, and projects to realize these benefits. While the research part of 

the project is specific to New Britain, the project’s conclusions will be generalizable to other urban 

areas in the region and state. The project is expected to be completed by December 2012. The grant 

will provide CCRPA with $8,000, to be matched one-to-one. (FY 2012/13 SGIA funds are expected to 

serve as the match.) A copy of the successful grant application is attached and provides more detail. 

 

For CCRPA to draw on grant funds and begin work on the project, a Personal Services Agreement 

with DEEP and Certified Resolution must be executed. Copies of both documents are attached. 

 

The grant will enable Agency staff to undertake advanced research and develop projects of benefit 

to the region. This work is otherwise unfunded; without the grant, such activities cannot occur. 

On that basis, it is my 

 RECOMMENDATION 

  that your Board: 

Approve the attached Personal Services Agreement and execute Resolution 20120202D. 

ATTACHMENT(S):  DEEP Urban Forestry Grant Application, Personal Services Agreement, 

Resolution No. 20120202D 

CC:  Click here to enter text. 



 

Resolution No. 20120202D 

DEEP America the Beautiful Grant, Personal Service Agreement 

I, Donald Naples, Secretary of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency, a regional 

planning agency organized and existing under the laws of the State of Connecticut (“the 

Agency”) do hereby certify and that the following is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

duly adopted at a meeting of the Agency Board of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning 

Agency duly held and convened on February 2, 2012, at which meeting a duly constituted 

quorum of the Agency Board was present and acting throughout and that such resolution 

has not been modified, rescinded, or revoked and is at present in full force and effect. 

RESOLVED: That Carl J. Stephani, the Executive Director of the Central Connecticut Regional 

Planning Agency, is empowered and authorized to execute and deliver in the name and on 

behalf of this Agency a certain contract with the State of Connecticut, Department of Energy 

and Environmental Protection, and to affix the corporate seal. Carl J. Stephani currently 

holds the office of Executive Director of the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency 

and has held that office since November 13, 2000. 

IT WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has affixed his signature and the corporate seal of 

the Agency this second day of February, 2012. 

 

Secretary, Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency 
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DEEP Urban Forestry Grant Application 

Summary 
Legal name of applicant Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency 

Federal ID number 06-0837172 

Contact name Francis R. Pickering 

address 225 N Main St Ste 304, Bristol, CT 06010-4993 

phone number 860-589-7820 x200 

fax number 860-589-7820 

e-mail address francis@ccrpa.org 

Project title Greening the air: urban tree canopy assessment and enhancement for better air quality 

in New Britain 

Project cost $16,000 

Requested grant amount $8,000 

Project duration December 1, 2011-September 30, 2012 

Purpose and objectives of the project CCRPA will assess the urban tree canopy in New Britain and 

develop an implementation plan to enhance and expand it. The project’s objectives are to measure 

the City’s existing tree canopy, describe future canopy scenarios and select a desired one, quantify 

the benefits of the existing and desired future canopy (i.e., the ecosystem services they provide), 

and develop strategies, actions, and projects to realize the desired scenario. The goal of the project 

is to provide a plan for the City and CCRPA to follow, and a template for others to learn from, that 

will significantly increase tree cover and decrease air pollution, water pollution, and the urban heat 

island effect in the City in the mid-term. (In addition to adding green infrastructure, Implementation 

of the plan also stands to expand wildlife habitat, save energy, shore up property values, and bolster 

economic development.)  

Narrative 

Activities proposed 

CCRPA will undertake an Urban Tree Canopy assessment for New Britain. The assessment will be 

structured after the USDA Forest Service’s Forest Opportunity Spectrum and conducted as follows. 

CCRPA will determine how much urban tree cover New Britain has. Tree canopy in the City will be 

measured via remote sensing data. These include the National Land Cover Database and statewide 

aerial surveys. Tree coverage will be computed from these data using i-Tree and other techniques. 
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CCRPA will determine how this tree cover helps the City. The social and environmental benefits of 

the canopy will be evaluated. CCRPA will estimate the air pollution reduction, heat island mitigation, 

and carbon storage/sequestration capacity of the canopy. Given the large number of highway miles 

in New Britain and their proximity to neighborhoods, CCRPA plans to focus on the degree to which 

existing canopy mitigates air pollutants dispersed from Routes 9 and 72 in the City. To achieve this, 

current emissions and their uptake by City trees will be estimated. Where appropriate, CCRPA will 

employ emissions modeling software (e.g. Breeze AERMOD, SELMAGIS) to quantify these. 

CCRPA will determine how much urban tree cover New Britain could have. Staff will assess the 

potential for tree canopy growth via GIS analysis. Land cover will be integrated with relevant data 

(e.g. terrain, roads, building, and parcels) to yield possible scenarios. Scenarios are expected to 

include maximum canopy as well as more realistic/cost-effective opportunities (e.g., planting of trees 

on City/State property; limited planting on private property; or a preselected canopy percentage). 

CCRPA will determine how this potential urban tree cover would help the City. The benefits of each 

scenario will be quantified as before. 

CCRPA will determine how much it costs to get there. Cost estimates for each scenario will be 

developed. Comparable experiences with the associated forest maintenance and urban reforestation 

opportunities will serve as the basis for the estimates; estimated costs will be verified with city staff. 

Based the analysis, CCRPA will identify a desired scenario and associated opportunities. 

CCRPA will develop an implementation plan to get there. The plan will lay out a roadmap to the 

desired scenario, including strategies, actions, and projects; responsible parties; timeframes; and 

potential speed bumps on the way. The plan will emphasize strategies, actions, and projects with a 

high probability of success and a high benefit-cost ratio. These are expected to include changes to 

planning, development, and maintenance operations, as well as revision to local and regional plans 

and to the Long-Range Transportation Plan, as well as submission of projects under programs such 

as Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality and Transportation Enhancements. 

CCRPA will distribute the plan and final report. 

Staff will prepare a final report upon completion of the project. Staff will share the plan and report 

with USDA, DEEP, RPOs, and local governments. Where feasible and desired, CCRPA will undertake a 

similar project for other municipalities in its region. 

Participants 
CCRPA staff will carry out the project. Project staff will continue to consult with municipal officials. 

Stakeholders will be informed of the project and invited to participate. These include the: 

 Health, Municipal Development (planning), Public Works, and Parks and Recreation 

Departments of the City of New Britain 

 Arch Are, Broad Street, and East Side, and North Oak Neighborhood Revitalization Zones 

 New Britain Downtown Development District 

 Central Connecticut State University 



3 of 5 
 

 King’s Mark Resource Conservation & Development 

 Keep New Britain Beautiful 

Equipment needed 

CCRPA does not require new equipment for this project. 

Project administration 

The project will be administered by CCRPA. CCRPA has a strong history of successfully managing 

federal and State grants. Francis R. Pickering, CCRPA’s Senior Planner, will be the Project Manager. 

Mr. Pickering has an M.A. in Environmental Management and is managing a dam removal project 

funded by DEEP. Timothy Malone, Regional Planner at CCRPA, will serve as Primary Researcher. 

Additional Agency staff may be involved as needed.  

Timetable 

Item Completion date by end of 

Kickoff meeting December 2011 
Data collection January 2011 
Data processing February 2011 
Determination of existing tree cover March 2011 
Existing benefits assessment March 2011 
Determination of potential tree cover (scenarios) June 2011 
Potential benefits assessment June 2011 
Cost estimates July 2011 
Municipal staff meeting July 2011 
Implementation plan (draft) August 2011 
Public meeting and draft review September 2011 
Final implementation plan and report September 2011 
Project submission Depends on program deadline. 

Anticipated end result 

The project will culminate in an implementation plan for New Britain. The plan will quantify the 

existing forest resources in the city and the ecosystem services they provide, as well as the potential 

for growth in both. The implementation plan, which will guide the City and CCRPA, and is intended to 

serve as a template for others to learn from, will identify a desired future tree canopy and spell out 

the strategies, actions, and projects to be implemented to reach that goal. Projects described in the 

plan that entail significant costs will be presented in such a way as to make their translation into 

funding proposals as straightforward and effortless as possible. 

CCRPA will work with New Britain and other stakeholders to put the strategies, actions, and projects 

listed in the implementation plan into effect upon its completion. For projects with an identified cost, 

CCPRA will submit funding proposals on the City’s behalf. CCRPA expects to submit proposals to 

programs such as Transportation Enhancements and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality. 

While (as far as we know) neither program has been used for urban forestry projects in Connecticut, 

such work is eligible under both, and CCRPA has had considerable success funding environmental 

projects through nontraditional sources. (Most recently, FHWA awarded the Agency $800,000 to 
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complete purchase of the nearly 200-acre Plymouth Reservoir property.) CCRPA is excited to take 

advantage of the flexibility that many of these programs offer and looks forward to establishing a 

positive precedent for urban forests throughout the State. 

Budget 
The total project budget is $16,000. $8,000 is being sought through this America the Beautiful grant. 

CCRPA will commit $8,000 of staff time (drawn from its uncommitted General Fund) to the project. 

No equipment or supplies are required for this project; mileage and other consumables will not be 

charged to the project but covered by CCRPA. The only cost charged to the project will be staff time. 

An estimate of staff time and cost is below. Hourly estimates include necessary preparation time. 

Item Hours (est.) Cost 

Kickoff meeting 5 $225 
Data collection 15 $675 
Data processing 25 $1125 
Determination of existing tree cover 40 $1800 
Existing benefits assessment 80 $3600 
Determination of tree cover scenarios 40 $1800 
Potential benefits assessment 80 $3600 
Cost estimates 30 $1350 
Municipal staff meeting 2 $90 
Implementation plan (draft) 20 $900 
Public meeting and draft review 8 $360 
Final implementation plan and report 10 $450 
Project submission Depends on program. Will not be charged to project. 

Benefits 

Background 

Such an assessment is critically needed in New Britain for the following reasons: 

The need for greenery is great. At over 5,000 persons per square mile, the City is extremely dense. 

Such high population concentration limits green space per capita at the same time as it elevates the 

aggregate demand for it. Many residents do not have access to a private yard or public park. (DEEP 

has designated New Britain an Environmental Justice community.) In addition, car ownership rates 

are low. Many residents cannot drive to a park; they are restricted to what is in walking or bus riding 

distance. A healthy, dense urban forest is all the more vital in such an environment. 

Asphalt covers the city. Four expressways carve up the City; highway rights-of-way account for 18.7% 

of the City’s area. This limits tree cover and contributes to high levels of air, noise, and heat pollution. 

The air in the City is polluted and results in negative health outcomes. The high number of vehicle 

miles traveled and the concentration of point source emitters (industrial operations) in and around 

the City contribute to air quality that is worse than Hartford County as a whole (which already fails to 
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meet federal air quality standards). The Department of Public Health has ranked New Britain 5th of all 

municipalities in the state for emergency room visits and hospitalizations prompted by asthma. 

Infant mortality rates, which air quality influences, in the City are above the State average and rising. 

Water pollution is a problem. The City’s primary watercourses, the Quinnipiac River and Willow 

Brook, are polluted; contamination is consistent with urban runoff.  

The City has lost many trees. Trees can significantly reduce air (and water) pollutant concentrations 

and their health effects, yet the City has lost a large proportion of its historical tree cover. 

Municipal resources are limited. The City lacks the resources to conduct an urban tree canopy 

assessment, including assessment of current and potential future pollution reduction potential. 

Unemployment stands at 13.3%, 23.0% of the population is below the poverty line, and property 

values are depressed in New Britain. DECD has designated the City a Distressed Municipality. 

Benefits 

The project will achieve the following benefits: 

Urban tree canopy will be assessed. For the first time, tree cover across the city will be measured. 

The project will quantify overall coverage as well as identify locations where it could be improved 

(i.e., the potential, desirable future tree canopy). 

The benefits of the urban tree canopy will be quantified. This analysis will provide an empirical basis 

for maintenance of the existing urban forest and to support its future restoration and expansion. 

This will play a central role as New Britain and State pursue redevelopment projects in the City. 

Funded projects that New Britain, CCRPA, and the State are pursuing that stand to benefit from this 

project include the New Britain-Hartford Busway, station-area transit-oriented development, 

downtown redevelopment, streetscape enhancement, and the continued transformation of the 

campus of Central Connecticut State University.  

The project will lay in a well-defined course and build momentum for change. The project will 

produce an implementation plan with a priority list of well-defined strategies, actions, and projects. 

Strategies and actions will integrate into local planning, development, and maintenance operations, 

as well as into regional planning and project development processes. It is hoped that project will 

serve as a template for other cities and regions in the state; CCRPA also expects that it will directly 

result in the submission of funding proposals under programs such as Transportation Enhancements 

and Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality. 

Significant, demonstrable benefits to the environment and public health will be made possible. 

Uncertainty about the extent of the existing urban tree canopy, the potential for its expansion, and 

the effects of such growth on local air quality stymy otherwise meritorious projects. By completing 

the necessary analysis and planning, the project will eliminate this uncertainty and enable feasible 

implementation strategies, actions, and projects to be put into effect. 
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Agency Board
FROM: Carl J. Stephani, Executive Director

DATE: January 26, 2012

FOR AGENDA: February 2, 2012

SUBJECT: Discussion of Potential for Additional Regional Shared Services

On January 24  Board member Dennis Kern provided a copy of the following articleth

from a periodical he receives:
“WACCO. There's nothing wacko about governments themselves forming
supply co-ops to save money and have more control over their needs. Few
public officials or taxpayers seem to be aware of this possibility, but a good
model for them is WACCO (Western Area City Council Cooperative).
made up of about three dozen municipalities in western Minnesota. They
have pooled their buying power for everything from road salt to
administrative training.  For more: 218-736-0123"

The article caused him to ponder our Region’s potential for additional service sharing. 
He and I briefly discussed the Capitol Region Purchasing Council - to which the Region
belongs -  and the fact that our Region’s towns all have the right to purchase goods and
services thru the Council.  He suggested something beyond the Purchasing Council,
something possibly in relation to environmental services that the towns could possibly
purchase in common thru the Agency.  

Since this type of service provision would involve the participation of several of the
Region’s towns, we agreed that this could be a topic for the entire Board to discuss.  This
item is on the agenda to permit that discussion.
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