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[bookmark: _Toc260137439]Introduction
The Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program seeks to promote community involvement and to find solutions to human, economic and environmental problems. It does this cooperatively with the assistance of the private sector, corporations and government.
RC&D areas are geographic regions throughout the country administered by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) through the Natural Resources Conservation Service. An RC&D Area is initially formed by a group of citizens called a council, a board of directors, or an executive committee, who submit an application for approval of the Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The program brings local people together to work toward common objectives to improve the overall quality of life for all residents.
Each RC&D area’s locally defined goals and objectives are contained in its Area Plan. These objectives address land management, water management, land conservation and community development.
[bookmark: _Toc260137440]Organizational Overview
[bookmark: _Toc260137441]Vision 
Our mission is to assist our communities, address development issues, and protect natural resources
[bookmark: _Toc260137442]Mission 
A green, growing, and healthy western Connecticut region conserving and enhancing its natural resources
[bookmark: _Toc260137443]Background and Council Structure

The King’s Mark RC&D Council has one voting member from each of the following organizations:
Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency
Council of Governments of the Central Naugatuck Valley
Greater Bridgeport Regional Planning Agency
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials
Litchfield Hills Council of Elected Officials
North Central Connecticut Conservation District
Northwest Connecticut Conservation District
Northwestern Connecticut Council of Governments
South Western Regional Planning Agency
Southwest Connecticut Conservation District
Town of Guilford
Valley Council of Governments
Assisted by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and other cooperating federal, state, and local agencies and community organizations.
[bookmark: _Toc260137444]Overview of the area
King’s Mark RC&D covers 2,382 square miles, and encompasses nine (9) regional planning areas and eighty-three (83) municipalities. A map of the area King’s Mark RC&D serves is below. The area is home to over 2.1 million people. The King’s Mark RC&D area is growing and developing. The population grew 2% between 2000 and 2007 and the amount of developed land increased by 2.8%‑ between 1995 and 2002. Generally, more land is being developed to house fewer people. This type of low-density development is a significant issue for the King’s Mark RC&D area.
[bookmark: _Toc260137445]map

[bookmark: _Toc260137446]Demographics
[bookmark: _GoBack]Total Population 2,105,841; 92% urban, 8% rural; 48.3% male, 51.7% female; median age is 37.5.
[bookmark: _Toc260137447]Natural Resources
Currently 44% of the land in the King’s Mark RC&D area is deciduous forest; 10% is coniferous forest; and 2.6% is forested wetlands. The area borders Long Island Sound in the south and parts of the Connecticut River in the east.
[bookmark: _Toc260137448]Agriculture
Six percent of the King’s Mark RC&D area is used for agriculture. Of agricultural land cover, 46.6% is greenhouse or nursery; 13.6% dairy; 13.5% poultry; 6.8% fruits and vegetables; 1.1% broadleaf tobacco; and 18.4% all other crops.
[bookmark: _Toc260137449]Socio-Economic Information: 
According to the U.S. Census, 801,625 households reside in the King’s Mark RC&D area. 3.6% are on public assistance, with 73,044 people living below the poverty line. The median household income in 1999 was $60,529. The racial breakdown of the area is as follows: 81.4% identify as white; 9.1% African American; 0.2% Native American; 2.6% Asian; and 6.7% other or more than one race. 10.2% of the population is Hispanic.
[bookmark: _Toc260137450]Resource Needs and Opportunities
[bookmark: _Toc260137451]Public Participation Activities in the Development of the Plan
Public input was obtained by a unique process which resulted in receiving information directly from the residents who live, work, and recreate in the King’s Mark RC&D Area. The King’s Mark RC&D Council is primarily comprised of members who are employed by Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs); Council of Governments (COGs); and Conservation Districts (CD).
The King’s Mark Council Area is comprised of three Regional Planning Agencies; six Council of Governments; and three Conservation Districts. Each RPA and COG develops its own respective transportation plan and plan of conservation and development specific to its towns within their region. Respectively, each RPA and COG is comprised of a Board of Directors comprised of professionals who live in a particular town in the region. Each RPA also has agency staff, i.e., executive director, transportation planners, and regional planners. It is this staff who represents the COGs and/or RPAs on the King’s Mark Council.
The Regional Plans include chapters on all aspects of the community such as: demographics; economic profile; land use; infrastructure; energy; water supply; waste management; housing; natural resources; recreation; and emergency planning & disaster relief.
Each regional plan represents the vision of each region. All of the regional plans placed great emphasis on reaching out to the public; elected officials and especially municipal boards and commissions. All the meetings of the plans public meetings were publicly noticed and announced on the COGs/RPAs website. Information was solicited at these meetings and incorporated into the plan by planners who served on the plans development committee.
For example, The Council of Governments of the Central Naugatuck Valley’s (COGCNV) 2008 Regional Plan of Conservation and Development identifies and sets a number of goals and projects that the King’s Mark RC&D Area Plan seeks to address including water quality, greenways, water based recreation, farmland preservation, and alternative transportation promotion. The goals and recommendations of COGCNV’s 2008 Regional Plan originated from a robust public involvement process that spanned two years. It included meetings with the region’s town planners in 2006 and 2007, public presentations to each of the region’s 13 municipalities’ planning commissions, press releases and legal notices in the region’s newspapers, a 65 day public review and comment period, and a public hearing on March 4, 2008. The Regional Plan was adopted at a public board meeting on June 13, 2008. The public planning process that went into the creation of the Regional Plan followed state statutes and the direction of the state Office of Policy and Management. By 2008 all the RPOs in the King’s Mark RC&D Area were required to create a new regional plan or have one that was less than five years old. All the RPOs followed the same public process in their adoption of their regional plans. 
It is these planners who have brought to the King’s Mark RC&D Council the concepts and priority items identified in the plan. The King’s Mark Council developed this Area Plan based on this information and as it relates to the required national elements; which are Land Management; Water Management; Land Conservation; Community Sustainability and Development.
The Council then developed this plan and solicited comments from the RPAs and COGs staff. The King’s Mark Council also held a public meeting centrally located in the Council’s area in Middlebury at the Public Library November 20, 2008; to allow for a broader public comment. 
[bookmark: _Toc260137452]Summary of Findings by RC&D Program Elements
[bookmark: _Toc260137453]Land Conservation
The King’s Mark RC&D Council found that continuation of the Environmental Review Team program would meet the public’s needs in the area of Land Conservation. All Area Plans of the regional planning organizations expressed the need for the conservation and preservation of natural resources in an area of rapid development. According to State of Connecticut law, all regional planning agencies are required to have Area Plans that include public participation.
[bookmark: _Toc260137454]Water Management
The King’s Mark Council found that expansion of the River Trail program would meet the public’s needs in the area of Water Management. All Area Plans of the regional planning organizations expressed a concern of the water quality in Connecticut’s lakes, streams, and rivers. 
[bookmark: _Toc260137455]Community Development
The King’s Mark Council found that assisting communities to develop and expand Greenways would meet the public’s needs in the area of Community Development. The Area Plans of the regional planning organizations also expressed a concern for the preservation of farms and keeping the agricultural community alive in Connecticut. The King’s Mark Council felt that to continue the Tour des Farms event annually would promote the preservation of farms and encourage residents to buy locally.
[bookmark: _Toc260137456]Land Management
The King’s Mark Council found that continuing the HEAP (Horse Environmental Awareness Program) would meet the public’s needs in the area of Land Management. Through the Area Plans of the regional planning organizations, the public expressed a grave concern for the management of land pertaining to equine. Connecticut has the highest horse density in the United States and management of the manure, paddocks, and pastures is critical for water quality. Also in the area of Land Management, the council felt that a forestry educational program would benefit this element.



[bookmark: _Toc260137457]2010–2014
Areas of Concern
(Goals, Objectives, and Strategies)
[bookmark: _Toc260137458]Land Conservation
Environmental Review Team Program
Goal 1: Protect over 800 acres of wetlands from being drained or developed by 2014.
Objective 1: Continue to coordinate with Eastern Connecticut RC&D by serving on the ERT subcommittee and conduct meetings bi-monthly annually.
Strategies:
Develop and implement an on-going strategy to retain existing team members and agencies support by 2012; and obtain six new team members by 2014.
Maintain a separate ERT program website (www.ctert.org) annually and increase the awareness of the website by 20% by 2013.
Continue to assess and modify the ERT program annually by evaluating and reporting on yearly project summaries.
Continue to update brochures and distribution lists annually and increase mailings by 20% to new partners by 2014.
Goal 2: To save over 200 tons of soil from erosion by 2014.
Objective 1: To provide specific technical assistance relative to erosion and sedimentation control measures to the 83 municipalities in our region on an annual basis.
Strategies:
Provide state legislators with yearly ERT activity reports and send out monthly email notices when new reports become available in their district.
Develop a new display for meetings and conferences by 2012.
To post 70 archived ERT reports on the website by 2014.
Develop one ERT DVD and post the 1994 video on the website by 2012.
[bookmark: _Toc260137459]Water Management
Water Trails
Goal 1: Expand the network of Water Trails in Western CT to include two more river corridors by 2013.
Objective 1: Establish six partnerships with environmental, recreational, governmental and other relevant organizations with in western CT by 2013.
Strategies:
Promote and recruit 60 new volunteers for Water Trails Project by 2012
Seek funding and/or in-kind services from partner organizations to install six canoe/kayak ramps along the Housatonic, Still River, Quinnipiac, and Farmington River by 2013.
Goal 2: By 2014, expand the Housatonic Valley River Trail so that canoe/kayak enthusiasts can float from Danbury to Long Island Sound for a total length of 49.6 miles.
Objective 1: Attend meetings of the Connecticut Water Trails Association and various tourism and governmental agencies on a bi-annual basis.
Strategies:
Provide 30 professional Earth Team Volunteers to clear a minimum of eight blockages along the Housatonic River, Still River, and Farmington River annually.
Establish partnerships with the City of Danbury, Town of Brookfield, and the Town of New Milford to develop an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) to provide maintenance of the Housatonic Valley River Trail by 2014.
Partner with the Connecticut Water Trail Association to implement a Still River Greenway and Water Trail spring Clean-Up annually.
Install at least one boat launch along the Farmington River by 2014.
Objective 2: Provide support of Housatonic and Still River Trails program and expand support to include the Farmington River by 2014.
Strategies:
Work with two local Park & Recreation Departments to initiate a River Trail Program for canoe/kayak enthusiasts by 2012.
[bookmark: _Toc260137460]Community Development
Greenways
Goal 1: Successfully complete two Greenway trail projects (planning, design, public participation, and construction) by 2014.
Objective 1: Increase the public’s awareness of these two Greenways and Greenway corridors by 2014.
Strategies:
Assist municipalities and three regional planning organizations in the planning and construction of the Naugatuck River Greenway, the Housatonic Valley River Trail and Greenway Project, and the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail project by 2014.
Goal 2: Link five existing or proposed Greenways in the King’s Mark Area by 2014.
Objective 1: Assist in three community events that promote physical activity in recreation and provide safe, contiguous corridors for non-motorized transportation by 2013.
Strategies:
Conduct a study linking the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, the East Coast Greenway, the Metacomet Trail, and the Hartford-New Britain Busway Multi-Use Trail and service by 2014.
Objective 2: Provide four additional public access points to rivers for recreational purposes by 2014.
Strategies:
Apply for five grants to plan, design, and construct greenways as mentioned above by 2014. 
Objective 3: Provide environmental education opportunities along greenway corridors by developing three trail guides describing the natural resources along the corridor by 2013.
Strategies
Work with three municipalities to promote trail guides, trail use, and maintenance by 2013.
Tour des Farms
Goal 1: Increase 25 local farms’ total sales by 10 percent by 2014.
Objective 1: Promote Tour des Farms year round and hold a Tour des Farms bicycling event annually to support local agriculture till 2014.
Strategies:
Seek corporate sponsorships of the Tour des Farms annually.
Create a “master” Tour des Farms map showing all previous year’s routes and share with state agencies involved with tourism and transportation planning by 2012.
Educate the general public about farmland preservation, open space, and the “Connecticut Grown” agricultural program by holding forums; distributing brochures; and having information available on the web annually.
Promote Tour des Farms routes all year by posting digital route maps online and encourage riding the routes “on your own” to support the “Connecticut Grown” agricultural program.
Maintain a comprehensive database of previously, current, and potential future riders annually.
Coordinate a Tour des Farms event for the next five years as follows: 2010 in the North Canaan Area; 2011 in the Litchfield Area; 2012 in the Kent Area; 2013 in the Bethel Area; and 2014 in the Guilford Area. 
Community Partnerships
Goal 1: Build stronger partnerships with municipalities in western Connecticut and build stronger partnerships with other RC&Ds by 2014.
Objective 1: Seek five new Council members from unrepresented Regional Planning Organizations, Conservation Districts, and other groups such as tourism agencies and organizations by 2012.
Strategies:
Develop a mailing list in 2011 of partners in western Connecticut and maintain it annually.
Develop and publish an annual RC&D newsletter to begin in 2011.
Update project “brief sheets” annually.
Objective 2: Increase communication and engage in five common projects, with other RC&Ds by 2014.
Strategies:
Develop a KM website by 2011 and maintain/update the website monthly.
Link KM website to other RC&Ds and the western CT municipalities by 2012.
Attend regional and national RC&D meetings at least twice a year.
Link “brief sheets” to the KM web page by 2012.
[bookmark: _Toc260137461]Land Management
HEAP PROGRAM

Goal 1: Assist 169 towns in reducing the effects of soil erosion on equine farms by 2014.
Objective 1: Educate 500 equine owners and local government officials on Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce erosion and sedimentation on equine farms by 2012.
Strategies:
Conduct five awareness workshops on BMPs for equine owners by 2011.
Conduct horse farm tours annually at the UCONN Horse Symposium to show the success of BMPs on local farms.
Hold three workshops on BMPs at Camp Harkness demonstration site by 2014.
Visit 70 equine farms to provide educational assistance on equine waste management by 2013.
Develop two BMPs to assist equine owners with the installation of 1) a paddock/sacrifice area and 2) far a riding ring by 2010.
By 2010, solicit and locate a demonstration site for the two BMPs mentioned in strategy three.
By 2011, survey, design; obtain all necessary permits; and install a demonstration site for an equine paddock and riding ring.
By 2014, hold twelve workshops at the demonstration sites mentioned in strategy five to show the success of the BMPs installed.
Goal 2: Assist all 169 towns to increase water quality by 2014: by assisting landowners with the proper management of equine waste.
Objective 1: Provide technical assistance to landowners that wish to install Best Management Practices for equine on an ongoing basis by 2014.
Strategies:
By 2014, inspire 100 equine owners to apply for the Horse Environmental Awareness award; an awards program that educates equine owners on BMPs for equine.
By 2010, develop and publish a user friendly BMP manual to distribute to equine farms.
Advertise and distribute the manual mentioned in strategy two to 500 equine farms by 2011.
Meet at least quarterly with an interested committee to discuss strategies on how to achieve goals and objectives for proper equine management. 
Apply for 319 funds to provide engineering assistance to equine owners by 2012.
With the funds mentioned in strategy five, provide engineering assistance to 15 equine owners by 2014.
Goal 3: Improve forest health, water quality, and enhance wildlife on 600 acres of forestland by 2014.
Objective 1: Educate forest landowners of proper forest management and programs offered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service annually.
Strategies:
By 2010, develop a database of forest landowners in the King’s Mark RC&D area.
Hold meetings annually with partners to educate forest landowners of NRCS programs.
Enroll five individuals into any of the NRCS programs that promote sound forestry practices by 2012.
Land Use Education
Goal 1: By 2014, complete two methods to preserve the rural landscape and areas of high ecological or agricultural value by giving land stewards tools to help keep their livelihoods viable and their land conserved.
Objective 1: Disseminate information about conservation of land and energy, eco-friendly farming, better access to markets, and support options to local farmers and land stewards by 2014.
Strategies:
Hold a conference in 2012 on agriculture and energy.
Develop a mailing list in 2011 of agricultural commissions, tourism agencies, farmers, and other rural land stewards. Use this list to disseminate information about new research, sound conservation and development techniques, management practices, support options, policy changes, and relevant events.
Provide feedback on and suggestions for the new State Plan of Conservation and Development when a draft and opportunities for input are announced in 2011.
Provide feedback on and suggestions for the new regional Plans of Conservation and Development when a draft and opportunities for input are announced.
Provide feedback on and suggestions for the new local Plans of Conservation and Development when a draft and opportunities for input are announced.
Goal 3: Recruit at least 500 high school students to pursue higher education in the field of environmental science by 2014.
Objective 1: Prepare high school students for advanced study in environmental science in at least 83 high schools by 2014 by continuing to participate annually in the Envirothon program.
Strategies:
Continue to coordinate the awards for the annual event.
Continue to promote and provide volunteers for the annual event.
[bookmark: _Toc260137462]Current and Potential Partners
Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency
Connecticut Department of Agriculture
Connecticut Department of Agriculture
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
Connecticut Farmland Trust
Connecticut Horse Council
Connecticut Valley Chamber of Commerce
Council of Governments of the Central Naugatuck Valley
Eastern Connecticut Resource, Conservation, & Development
General Electric
Greater Bridgeport Regional Planning Agency
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials
Litchfield Hills Council of Elected Officials
National Association of Resource, Conservation, & Development
New England Association of Resource, Conservation, & Development
North Central Connecticut Conservation District
Northwest Connecticut Conservation District
Northwestern Connecticut Council of Governments
South Central Regional Council of Governments
South Western Regional Planning Agency
Southwest Connecticut Conservation District
United States Forest Service
University of Connecticut
University of Connecticut Cooperative Extension System
USDA Farm Service Agency
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Valley Council of Governments
[bookmark: _Toc260137463]Linkages to NRCS Strategic Plan
	King’s Mark RC&D Projects
	Links to NRCS Strategic Plan

	Housatonic Valley River Trail	
	Water Quality, Wildlife Enhancement,
Watershed Protection


	Horse Environmental Awareness Program (HEAP)			

	Water Quality, Watershed Protection,
Natural Resource Protection

	Tour des Farms
	Protection of Farmland,
Promotion of Buying Locally 

	Envirothon
	Education of Natural Resource Protection


[bookmark: _Toc260137464]Compliance statements with signatures
The King’s Mark RC&D Council agrees that the RC&D program will be conducted in compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Pub. Law 100-259) and other nondiscrimination statues; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act 1973, title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age of Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR-15, Subparts A&B) which provide that no person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, martial status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial (or technical) assistance from the Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.
The King’s Mark RC&D Council agrees that the signing of this document constitutes agreement to comply with federal laws concerning restrictions on lobbying, a drug-free workplace, and responsibilities for non-procurement, suspension, and disbarment, and State review.
The King’s Mark RC&D Council hereby adopts this RC&D Area Plan and agrees to effectively use the assistance provided by the United States Department of Agriculture to realize the goals and objectives outline herein.
King’s Mark RC&D Council Connecticut

By:	_________________________________________	Date:__________________________
Chairperson

Attest:	_________________________________________
Council Secretary
This action authorized at an official meeting of the King’s Mark Council on 	_____________________    
Date

U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service

Approved by:	_________________________________	Date: __________________________
State Conservationist
[bookmark: _Toc260137465]Appendixes
[bookmark: _Toc260137466]Documentation of public participation
On the following pages are some examples of the emails sent out for the public meeting on November 20, 2008, as well as a copy of the flyer for the public meeting that was posted at the Middlebury Town Hall and Library.
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Authorization
The 1962 Food and Agriculture Act created the Resource, Conservation and Development program. The Secretary of Agriculture gave the Soil Conservation Service (later renamed the Natural Resources Conservation Service) responsibility for administering the program.
History
King’s Mark Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc., was created in 1976. The Eastern Connecticut RC&D was established in 1968. The two RC&D areas together serve the entire State of Connecticut.
The King’s Mark RC&D Area takes its name from the Broad Arrow, the emblem of Henry, Viscount Sidney, Earl of Romney, and Master General of the Ordinance (1693-1702).
Representatives of the King of England cut the emblem into trunks of spruce and white pines with a hand axe. Once marked, the specimen became public or crown property, and the owner, therefore, forfeited ownership. When the British harvested the trees, they used the heart wood in the construction of masts for the Royal Navy.
Purpose
Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) areas help care for, and use, natural resources in a way that will improve their area’s economy, environment and living standards. RC&D areas are locally organized, sponsored and directed. They provide a way for people to work together to plan and carry out activities that will make their area a better place in which to live.
Current successful projects of the King’s Mark RC&D Program
Horse Environmental Awareness Program (HEAP) 
The Horse Environmental Awareness Program is a coalition of federal, state and local agencies, organizations and individuals in Connecticut whose goal is to create environmental awareness within the equine community. In the late 1990’s, HEAP produced an awareness video entitled, “Good Horse Keeping – Managing Manure to Protect the Environment.” A second video entitled “Good Horse Keeping – Five Ways to Reduce Pollution,” has been completed and is now available. This video provides technical assistance on the installation of best management practices. Other activities of HEAP include the annual “Horse Farm of Environmental Distinction” awards and ongoing workshops and symposiums.
Housatonic Valley River Trail Project
This project involves the continual clearing of blockages and installation of put-in and take-out ramps along the Still and Housatonic Rivers. The River Trail is now open for kayaking/canoeing from the City of Danbury to Brookfield Center, and various sections of the Housatonic River in the towns of New Milford and Newtown. The River Trail has also been maintaining a website www.hvceo.org/rivertrail.php. Work continues on the River Trail as more blockages are cleared, annual cleanups are undertaken, future ramps are installed, and portage areas are marked.
Environmental Review Team (ERT)
The Environmental Review Team program is led by a statewide subcommittee made up of members from the two RC&D Councils in Connecticut. The subcommittee directly supervises staff; creates budgets; promotes the program by developing educational brochures on its services; and approves or denies requests based on information provided in the application and request forms.
The ERT teams are a group of environmental professionals drawn together from a variety of federal, state, regional, and local agencies to form multidisciplinary environmental study teams to assist municipalities in the review of sites proposed for development or preservation. The King’s Mark Team began in 1976 and operates in western Connecticut serving 83 towns. The federal, state, regional and local agencies provide their professional’s time and expertise to the teams. Since the ERT is a public service activity, the teams are available to serve all towns in the King’s Mark Council area free of charge.
Environmental reviews may be requested by the chief elected official of a municipality or the chairman of an administrative agency such as planning & zoning; inland wetlands; conservation; parks & recreation; or economic development.
Specialists of the team may include, but are not limited to: geologists; wildlife and fisheries biologists; soil scientists; wetland and storm water specialists; foresters; recreation specialists; archeologists; historians; and planners.
The goal of the program is to manage a unique program to assist municipalities in environmentally sound decision making when reviewing development or preservation projects in the council region.           
The mission and vision of the program and the King’s Mark Council includes assisting local communities in addressing urban, suburban, and rural development issues while protecting and maintaining a healthy environment.
The objectives of the program are to continue to provide comprehensive technical assistance as a public service free of charge; strengthen support for community decisions; increase awareness of natural resources; and supply information not readily available at the local level.
In the next five years, the King’s Mark Council will increase the visibility of the ERT program to all of the cities and towns in the region. King’s Mark will conduct studies soliciting comments from cities and towns who have utilized the services of the program to rate its effectiveness and recommendations for any improvements.
The Council will increase assistance to municipalities in completing request forms and applications. The Council will look at ways to increase the number of requests approved by the subcommittee; ways to increase participation of team members and decrease the time that it takes to conduct a review and prepare an ERT report for member towns in our region. 
Tour des Farms
Since 2004, King’s Mark RC&D has coordinated a Tour des Farms bicycle ride in various locations throughout the western part of the state. Tour des Farms is a leisurely bicycle ride and scenic tour of some of Connecticut’s most beautiful and productive farmland. Riders receive “farm bucks” with their registration to spend at the farms. Volunteers then pick up the purchases and deliver them back to the finish point. Farmers, riders, and local communities benefit from the experience.
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Participants of all ages enjoy the Tour des Farms.


State Soil Scientist Kip Kolesinskas talks about the soils in the Valley area at Tour des Farms.
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Volunteers install access ramp on the Housatonic Valley River Trail.
[image: ]
Horse Environmental Awareness Program – Alternative ways to rid the manure.
[image: ]
A landowner proudly displays their Horse Farm of Environmental Distinction Award.
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